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tenant on monthly terms or a lease in con-
nection with A.R.P. expenditure. Secondly,
that the regulations as they relate to air
raid precautions be enforced on Govern-
ment institutions to the same extent that
they are enforced on companies or private
individuals. Thirdly, that an amendment
be made to the State Income Tax Assess.-
ment Act along the lines I have just in-
dica ted. I support the motion.

On motion by Hon. H. S, WV. Parker, de-
bate adjourned.

RousRe adjourned of 3.10 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 11 a.m.
and read prayers.

QUESTIONS (3)-AGRICULTURE.

Price of lWheat.
Mir. SEWARD asked the Minister for

Agriculture: In view of the fact that far-
mers are lbeing prevented from making
arrangements for the ecoming season through
lac-k of the following information, (a) The
price per bushel to be paid for wheat pro-
duced during the 1942-43 season, (b) The
basis on which will be computed the price
the farmer irill be paid for the area which
he is compelled to withhold from wheat-
growing, (c) The area as compared with his
average area for the last four seasons, viz.,
1938-39, 1939-40, 1940-41, 1941-42, that
the farmner will he allowed to sow with wheat
during the current season, 1, Can he give
that information now ? 2, If be is not in a
position to do so, ;;Ill lie impress upon the

Federal Government the urgency of making
known such information. without further
delay ?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
replied : I draw attention to the point that
these questions are prefaced by a statement.

Assuming (a), (b,), and (c) to be the ques-
tions, my replies are :-(a) I have no in-
formation. to the effect that the price for
1942-43 wheat harvest will be any different
from that offered. duriing the 1941-42 harvest;
(b,) The Minister for Commerce has stated
that compensation would be paid on the
basis of Is. per bushel based on the tone
average yield. Although this is the sug-
gested basis, I have made requests but so
far have no information as to the mnethod
of implementation. (c) The Minister for
Commerce has stated that there will be a
straight-out reduction of 33 per cent. in
the Western Australian w'heat crop based on
the normal areas which would have been
licensed for this year, end that growers
might now proceed on the ba~sis of cropping
of two-thirds of their normal area.

Report on Superphosphate Experiments.

Mr. SEWARD asked the Minister for
Agriculture : Is it his intention to ma~ke
available the futll report of the experiments
conducted by officers of his department
which resulted in farmers being recommended
to use a lighter dressing of superphosphate
with wheat sow n this season ?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
replied: Farmers, generally were not re-
commended to use a lighter dressing of
superphosphate ; the recommendation ap-
plied to certain types of land,

Wheat Dietiliation Plant.

Mr. SEWARD asked the 'Minister for
Agriculture:- 1, In view of the fact that the
greatest surplus of wheat held in Australia
is in Westiern. Australia, did he make any
representations to the Federal Government,
during his recent visit to Canberra, regard-
ing the establishment of a wheat distillation
plant in this State, before any other States ?
2, If so, with what resu~lt 7 3, In view of
the Press statement on the 26th February
last to the effect that sites for such plants
were being selected in New South Wales
and Victoria, can he state where and when
the Western Australian plant will be erected?
4, I f not, can he state what stage the matter
of erecting a Western Australian plant has
reached ?
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The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
replied: This matter has been persistently
placed before the Commonwealth Govern-
ment by more than one Minister. The latest
information we have, which is very
recent, is to the effect that Western Aus-
tralia is included in the scheme along with
all other States and no preference is being
shown to other States. Details of the site
chosen in Western Australia are expected
to reach the Premier by first air mail.

QUESTION-RAILWAYS.

Members of Forces and Diesel Electric Trains.

Mr. WATTS asked the Minister f or Rail-
ways : 1, Is it a fact that members of the
Forces are prohibited from travelling on
Diesel electric trains ? 2, If so, does this
prohibition extend to those who are pre-
pared to pay ordinary railway fares for the
journey ? 3, If the answer to question 2
is in the affirmative: (a) what, if any, is
the justification for refusing a member of
the Forces the same rights as civilians ;(b)
uinder what regulation or statute is the pro-
hibition lawful ; (c) will he take steps to
enable such members of the Forces to travel
in such trains ?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: 1, Owing to limited accommodation
on these cars it is necessary to restrict the
number of soldiers travelling thereon on
leave passes or at concession rates. 2, No.
3. Answered by No. 2.

QUESTION-LICENSING ACT.

As to Punishments inflicted.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON asked the Minis-
ter for Justice : In view of the Police Court's
discrimination between those arrested *or
excessive drinking by fining those that
seldom appear before the Court, and im-
prisoning the regular offenders, will the
Government endeavour to have the law
similarly applied to those arrested for il-
legal starting-price betting and impose
imprisonment as a deterrent ?

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE replied:
The measure of punishment imposed by the
Courts for any offence is entirely within the
discretion of the magistrates and justices
and is a matter in which it would be highly
improper for the Government to give any
direction.

QUESTION-UNirORM TAXATION.
Hon. C. G. LATHAM (without notice)

asked the Premier: Will the House be given
an opportunity to discuss fully the proposed
uniform taxation between the Common.
wealth and the States before it is finally
committed?

The PREMIER replied: I do not mind
giving the House an opportunity to discuss
this proposal, but I am not sure whether
anything that I or the Premier of any other
State of Australia may suggest in regard to
the matter will be carried out. Members
are aware of the proposal submitted by
the Committee of the Federal Parliament
with regard to uniform taxation. It is
intended to hold a Premiers' Conference
tomorrow week to deal with the matter.
Reading between the lines, however, it seemns
to me that if the States do not agree to the
proposal, uniform taxation will be put into
operation irrespective of what the States or
a majority of them may agree upon. I
opposed the imposition of a uniformi taxa-
tion at the last conference dealing with the
matter. That conference was held some
nine or 10 months ago. On present indica-
tions, I would prefer to take uip the attitude
I then adopted-

Mr. Hughes: Hear, hear!
The PREMIER : Because fromt my know-

ledge of constitutional government, once the
purse of a State is threatened, the Govern-
ment's position becomes untenable.

Mr. Manna: You might dispose of this
House altogether if uniform taxation be-
comes law.

The PREMIER: Generally, proposals of
this character are, like the medicinal pill,
sugar-coated in the first instance. The
proposal of the Committee is sugar-coated
to the extent that we are told the States will
not be any worse off this year than they
would be if they imposed their own taxation.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: On a point of order,
I understand that the Premier is replying
to a question without notice. He is now
making a statement. Will the statement be
subject to debate, please?

Mr. SPEAKER: No, not- unless there is
something important that members may
wish to discuss and for which they may be
given an opportunity. The Premier's state-
ment is in reply to a question.

The PREMIER : All I desire to do is to
indicate that I cannot answer the question
submitted by the Leader of the Opposition
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merely in the affirinative, because the
position is without my jurisdiction instead
of being within it.

Mr. Patrick : You think the Federal Gov-
eirnment can set aside the Constitution to
enable it to do this ?

The PREIER: The Federal Govern-
ment does not require to set aside the Con-
stitution seeing that it gives the Federal
Government the right to impose taxation.
Should the Federal authorities impose
taxation to the extent of 18g. in the pound
on certain inconmes, not much will be left
for the State to tax. Even if we were to
impose one, it would be absurd, and the tax
would be impossible of collection because
the money would not be in the possession of
the persons affected to enable them to make
the required payments. Regarding this
matter, M3inisters are, on principle, entirely
against the proposal for unified taxation.
They regard it as a means of bringing about
unification without providing any of the
benefits that we might otherwise expect to
receive.

Hon. W.. D. Johnson: On a point of
order! I submit that the Premier's con-
tinuance is a breach of privilege and dis-
tinctly unfair to the House. I suggest that
the question be read with a view to determin-
ing whether or not the Premier is making
a statement that should be the subject of
debate. If the statement is submitted in
the form of ant answer to a question, then
there is not much of interest for the House
in the matter.

Mdr. SPEAKER: If the member for
Guildford-M1idland will wait a while, I pro-
pose to make a statement that I think he
will regard as satisfactory.

Hon. W. D. Johnson : That should have
been made before the Premier started.

The PREMIER:; This is a very important
question, aind my statement is in answer to
the query by the Leader of the Opposition.
I do not desire to make a speech on the
subject ; in fact, I did not come prepared
to make one. The Leader of the Opposition
informed me only two or three minutes
before the House met that it was his in-
tention to ask the question without notice.
To answer such a question without providing
reasons would perhaps be very inadvisable
at the moment, and I think I have given
members sufficient indication to suggest
that the issue involved is very important
from the point of view of Western Aug.

tralia, in regard to its relationship with the
Commonwealth, and such an issue should
not be hastily determined.

Unfortunately, perhaps, the powers vested
in the Commonwealth are such that we may
not have an opportunity to debate the
matter prior to some position being foisted
on us. It may be that some decision will
be arrived at in accordance with the terms
of the Financial Agreement, or the decision
may be applied under duress, which we shall
have to accept. I have said sufficient in
reply to the question to indicate that the
State Government is not in favour of the
proposal on principle. Whether any such
decision may be arrived at as a war measure
in the interests of Australia as; a whole is
another matter altogether. I cannot say
that the House will have an opportunity to
discuss this proposal because a decision may
be reached in the matter by the Federal
Government, and the State may be forced to
accept the position at the forthcoming
Premiers' Conference. Naturally, we may
discuss the matter afterwvards, but this
Parliament will have no actual power to
affect the decision, which may be arrived
at shortly.

MOTION-SITTING DAYS AND
HOURS.

THE PREMIER (Hon. J. C. Willcock-
Geraldton) [11.14): 1 move-

That for the remainder of the session the
Hoease shall meet for the despatch of business
each sitting day at 11 a.m. and shall sit until
1 p.m., if necessary, and, if requisite, from
2.15 p.m'. onwvards.

The motion is submitted on account of the
desire of the House Committee, in view of
the war situation, that sittings of the House
be not held at night so that black-out or
browni-out conditions shall prevail through-
out the building as much as possible. It
would be unnmecessarily expensive to under-
take the black-out or brown-out of the
premises as a whole in a reasonably effective
way. To undertake the task would cost
between £700 and £800- Doubtless day
meetings of Parliament will inconvenience
some members. As I indicated during my
.Ministerial statement, it is anticipated that
the session will not last for a lengthy period,
and, in the circumstances, I think w-e may
as well meet during the daytime and thus
do away with the necessity for fairly ex-
pensive alterations required for black-out
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or brown-out purposes. On that account,
anti also because of the position regarding
black-out and brown-out arrangements in
the city and suburbs, and particularly at
Fremantle, members will recognise that it
is not safe for anyone to be about the streets
at night-time. The suggestion has been
made that Parliament should set an example
to the public generally by avoiding night
meetings and assembling for business during
daylight hours. The adoption of that coLuse
will give a lead to the people generally to
transact their business as far as possible in
daylight, and thus mninimise the dangers
existing at night. I do nut think the
motion will, in the circumstances, meet wvith
any opposition.

HON. C. G. LATHAM (York) [11.161
1 shall not raise any objection to the motion,
but I fully appreciate the difficulties Mfinis-
toe will experience in consequence of the
House meeting during the daytime. They
will have to cope with their departmental
work either very early in the morning or
during the night. I fully appreciate the
responsibilities imposed upon Ministers to-
day and also upon members of this Chamber.
The proposal will cause some inconvenience
to members representing country constituen-
cies in that they will have to remain in the
city for longer periods than usual. After
all, that is a matter of small inconvenience
compared with that suffered elsewhere, and
which we may all have to suffer in the fuLiture.
In the circumstanices, I am, prepared to suip-
port the motion, the necessity for which I
regret because of the wyork that will be im,-
posed upon responsible Ministeris of the
Crown and others.

Question p~ut and passed.

MOTION-GOVERNMENT BUSINESS,
PREOBDENCE.

THE PREMIER (Hlon. J. C. Willoock-
Ceraldton) (11.27): I move-

That for the remaninder of the session Gov-
rineut business shall take 1,reeedenc of all

inotions :mid orders of the day on Wednesdays
as on all1 other days.

During my Ministerial statement to the
House on Thursday last, I expressed the
belief that the session would be brief and
that it was held for one purpose only, namely,
to give members an opportunity to dliscuss
anything they wished to bring forw-ard in
connection with the war effort, or to be

reassuriedI con-erning anything the Oovern-
ment had done, in which direction members
may regard themselves as uninformed.
That applies also to matters arising from
actions of the Federal Government affecting
the State. The Government has not intro-
dluced any business of its own and has pre-
stumed that the session will be of short dura-
tion.

Suggestions have beeni made that it was
urgently necessary for certain legislation
to be introduced and that this or that should
be done. On the other hand, the Govern-
ment has been adamant on the issue that
this short session of Parliament was for the
purpose of dealing with one phase only.
Parliament would not have met had it not
been necessary to discuss the position of
emergency that now exists and which may
become more grave within the nest few
weeks. Members have every right to
discuss that issue, hut 1 cannmot see that
there should be any demand for the
tranisaction of all sorts of ordinary
business, no matter bou, important those
matters may appear to be in the viewv of
members concerned. In ordinary times
such matters may be of great importance
and even vital in some circumstances. 'They
may be vital not only in the lives of in-
div-iduals but in the interests of Western
Australia as a whole, hut I do not think
they are necessarily matters that should be
disc~ussed in view of the situation at present
confronting Australia.

Anything that has relation to the State's
war effort may reasonably be discussed,
hut in these serious times of grave emner-
gency I trust members will confine them-
selves to the current vital issues relating to
the war. Other matters, irrespective of their
importance, may reasonably be left to a more
convenient period. That does not mean to
say the Government will endeavour to
restrict members from submitting matters
that might reasonably arise from a dis-
cussion of the statement I made on Thursday
last. From what Mr. Speaker has said,
members will appreciate that anything
relative to my statement or the state of
emergency that exists may well be discussed.
If it has to do with ordinary business, this
is not the time and place to be proceeding
with the discussion of every-day affairs.
We should not deal with private matters
to the exclusion of the tremendously im-
portant affairs demanding attention, namely,
the state of emergency and what might
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possibly happen. I am not saying that the
Government will exclude any motion of
any kind that members may wish to move,
but decision on that point is in the judgment
of members themeselves.

It may he that a lparticutlar member has
some subject on which he might be almost
paranoic, bitt which other members consider
should not be discussed. Once members
have an opportunity to move motions, un-
les we drastically alter the usual procedure
of allowing members to speak as long as they
like, leaving it to their good seose to be as
concise and precise as possible, it might
happen that 4(1 members might think a
certain motion only a waste of time while
the one member moving it might think it of
transcending importance. 1 do not think
it probable that one member would do this,
but it is possible for such a thing to happen.
If half-a-dozen members brought forward
some matters of importance to themselves
and their constituents, we might continue
to sit here for three, four or five weeks.

Mr. North :We might do it by way of
questions.

The PREMIER: Every courtesy will be
extended to members in regard to questions.

Mr. Sampson: Any difficulty arising in
that way could be dealt with as it arose.

The PREMIER : Yes, but at this time
of absolute emergency, it is not desirable
to proceed with the discussion of other mat-
ters. I stressed that point on Thursday
night. I do not think we should meet much
longer than two or three days. If amajority
of the House considered that some motion
ought to be dealt with, we might alter the
procedure, but I would not feel justified in
sitting in Parliament day after day and
week after wveek when' Ministers, and members
have very important business on whieh
they could do something to help the war
effort. The war will be won not by talk
but by action. If members keep that
dominating factor in mind, there will. not
be any difficulty in regard to the motion I
have moved.

The Government does not propose to intro-
duoe any ordinary governmental business,
important though some of it may be, and
we ask members to follow the lead given by
the Government. If members want any
information by way of question, Ministers
will be only too pleased to extend every
courtesy to them by answering those
questions, but as to dealing with a lot of
private members' business or ordinary
buqiness, I repeat that Parliament ban not

been summoned for that purpose, and though
there are many things ordinarily of great
importance, on this occasion they Rose their
importance entirely.

HON. C. G. LATHAM (York) [11.25]: 1
regret that I have to oppose the motion, and
I do so for the very reason that the Premier
has given in supporting it. He has pointed
out the necessity for dealing with a very
important matter, but members on this
side of the House-the Country Party, at
any rate- feel that the only way they can
express themselves and bring to the notice
of the Government and its officers the
necessity for doing something is by discuss-
ing it on a day set aside for such business.
For a long time it has been our custom to
give the fullest oppoitunity to private
members to bring forward their business on
one day especially each week. While I
agree that the most important and out-
standing mratter is the defence of this
country, this cannot be left entirely to the
Commonwealth Government. It is neces-
sary for the civilian population to do all
that it can.

Wrapped up with the matter of active
service is the problem of feeding the men
engaged on active service, and that can be
done by the people in the country and the
producers on the outskirts of the metro-
politan area. On various matters members
would like to get further information. They
feel that the time of Ministers is so fully
occupied that an opportunity should be
afforded to bring before members in the
House many defects that could be and should
be rectified in order that we might secure
better results. I hope the Premier will
agree to set aside one day a week for the
time being to enable private members to
bring their business forward. I agree with
him that no legislation should be introduced
at this stage.

The Premier: You would not say that the
debate on the motion for printing the
ministerial statement should be held up
tomorrow while we discuss private members'
business?

Hon. C. 0. LATHAM: Yes, if necessary.
The Premier: But is it necessary?
Hon. C. 0. LATHAM: Yes, theme are

questions that ought to be discussed.
Members on the Government side of the
House might have some matters to bring
forward. Whatever is done, I am sure
members will exercise common sense. I
oppose the motion.
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Mr. McDONALD (West Perth) [11.28];
The Premier has told us that he will be
obliged to leave about the end of this week
to attend a conference of Premiers, of very
great importance, summoned by the Prime
Minister to meet in Canberra. I think
the House would wish to facilitate his
departure in order to keep that appoint-
ment. It is essential that ho should be
present because matters of very great
importance to this State will be discussed,
in particular the question of uniform taxa-
tion. So far as this motion has for its
object the expeditious disposal of the
debate on the Premier's utterance dealing
with the war effort to enable him to proceed
to Canberra, to that extent I am prepared
to support it, provided we are given an
assurance by the Premier that an oppor-
tunity will bo afforded private members to
bring forward any matters that they con-
sider should receive the attention of the
House. We all agree that there is only one
question at the present time and that is the
defence of the country. We also agree
that members would not at this time bring
forward any matter unless in their opinion
it was associated with the defence of the
country. This is a session of Parliament
called in time of great emergency and
primarily to assist the war effort of our
State, but I feel on principlo that if in any
session of Parliament members cannot
meet on the customary terms their rights as
members are restricted.

The Premier: They will only be restricted
for tomorrow, according to this motion.

Mr. 'McDONALD: I am not worrying
about tomorrow ; but I feel that at any
session of Parliament, whatever may be
the primary motive for calling members to-
gether, members should attend with all
their rights and privileges, and all their
rights to criticise the conduct of affairs of
State and to move any matter which falls
within the compass of their constitutional
rights and privileges. Inside that prin-
ciple members can be relied upon, I think,
to have a full sense of their responsibility
in the meeting of Parliament at this par-
ticular timne. I think this is essentially a
tinms for action and not a time for talk. I
agree with the Leader of the Opposition that
Ministers have immensely important duties
of administration, and that therefore this is
primarily a period for action and administra-
tion, and not for legislation in the ordinary
way. I for one should be reluctant to see

Parliament sit for any unnecessary time,
thus keeping the Premier and ether Mw.-
isters from urgent duties.

The Premier: And members themselvc".
Mr. McDONALD: And members them.

selves, probably, from most turgent, duties
which they have to perform at the present
time. If the Premier will give the House
an assurance that there will be no depriva-
tion of the ordinary right of any member to
bring forward any matter which he thinks,
rightly or wrongly, but I think it might be
rightly, is associated with the war effort,
then I have no objection to the motion of
the Premier in order to facilitate the primary
object of this meeting of Parliament, namely,
to consider affairs connected with the war
effort. Subject to that reservation I1 have
no objection to the motion, but I think it
should be clearly understood that in this
session time shall be afforded for the diz.
eussion of any motion which any memh w
may bring forward, provided the motion is
one that the member feels it is proper f1k r
Parliamecnt to discuss at the present junc-
ture.

MR. WATTS (Katanriing) [11.33]: Wero
we to get from the Premier the assurance
suggested by the mnember for West Porth
(Mr. McDonald), then I think those who
have expressed their intention strongly to
oppose the proposal will be satisfied. But
the circumstances are such that the motion
appears to us, or at any rate to me, as
affording no opportunity whatever to private
nembers to discuss anything other than the
statement made by the Premier, which I
take it cannot be the subject of any sub-
stantive motion. When this session was
adjourned, the position was that private
members' business was restricted to al-
ternate Wednesdays. In consequence, it
was only practicable to private members
to bring forward their business on every
second Wednesday. New, it so happens
that as the session wasi adjourned, a cal-
culation made from that time onward shows
that in the existing state of the orders of
the House, tomorrow would be the only day
within the ambit of this part of the session
when private members would be likely to
obtain a hearing. Working through on a
fortnighitly basis from the last private
members' day, which I think was on the
10th December, tomorrow is the only day
available for private mnembers' business;
because, even supposing these sittings ex-
tended to next week, which is probable,

2831



[ASSEMBLY.]

though the hittings are not likely to extend
any further, then without the passing of
any further motion, only tomorrow would
be a private members' day, because the next
ensuing Wednesday could not be a private
membe rs' day.

Asi we knew, or I knew, that the Premier
-must be aware of that feet. the hon. gentle-
man being the Leader of the House, it
appeared to me that the intention was to
block out tomorrow, the only available day
as I have indicated, and as the position
stands at present, for the bringing forward
of private members' business. Thus; private
members would be prevented from bringing
forward any business at all. I do not know
that that is the Premier's intention, but it
has appeared so because hie has not given
the customary- undertaking that there will
be any opportunity at all for private main-
ben. In that state of affairs, therefore, I
am compelled also to oppose the motion.
I am glad to as9sure the Premier to the
effect that it is utterly unlikely any member
on this side of the Chamber will bring
forward any motion which lie cannot sub-
stantially prove to have some direct relation
to the war effort.

The. Premier himself has suggested to
members that they should endeavour to do
certain things, in their own districts. We
have had a letter from him which I need
not go into now ; and it seemis quite likely
that the v'ery subjects which private mem-
bers des;ire to discuss-there is already some
slight indication of themn-are the subjects
which the Premier had in mind when he
wrote the letter. We desire, however, to
proceed not on a solitary or disorganised
basis, but on a basis of organisation and of
contribution by members generally to the
successful carrying-out of what the Premier
wants.. I am quite prepared, a one member
of the House, to state that I would not
dream for a moment of bringing forward
any motion which did not have reference
to the war effort and the efforts of the
people of Western Australia in connection
therewith. Therefore r hope the Premier
will give way on this miatter, so as to obviate
the necessity of our voting against his
motion.

MR. BOYLE (Avon) (11.37]: 1 also
intend to oppose the motion. The osten-
sible reason for calling the House together,
as the Premier has stated publicly, was
to defer to the requests of members; of the
Opposition. In a public statement the

Premier said that the Government was
proceeding with its work in the ordinary
way, and that if members of the Opposition
desired this meeting of Parliament he had
no objection to it.

The Premier: I did not say that only
members of the Opposition desired sittings.

Mr. BOY-LE: The objoct of calling
together the House, I take it, is to give
every member of the House an opportunity-

The Premier: Then why say what you
have said ? Why not get on to a higher
plane 7

iMr. BOY1LE : I am quoting a public
statement made by the Premier, and the
Premier meeas to be annoyed.

The Premier: Not a bit !
,Mr. BOYLE:, I am not trying to annoy

the Premier, but to give a reason for my
opposition to the motion, as I am entitled
to do. We are faced, with this position.
that as far as members on this side of the
Chamber are concerned we shall he re-
stricted merely to commenting upon the
statement made by the Premier, which of
course contains little or nothing that we
were not aware of previously. We have
been circularised by the Premier personally
with suggestions to do certain things in our
electorates. Those certain things that we
are asked to do in our electorates, however,
cannot be done unless we have some
authority to do them.

Mr. SPEAIKER:; I think the lion, member
is now getting away from the discussion of
the motion, in referring to some letter which
the Premier wrote to members of Parlia-
ment.

Mr. BOYTLE: The object of the motion
is definitely to take away the right of
private members to bring forward business.
There is no Government business in the
way of Bills and so forth to come before the
House. The Premier has told us that.
Therefore I take it that the only business
the Government is prepared to place before
the House is contained in the Premier's
statement, and, I presume, in subsequent
addresses by the Ministers concerned. Thus
we on this side of the House will only have
an opportunity to criticise those particular
utterances. I can assure the Government
that the criticism I would offer would be
of a constructive or helpful nature as far as
possible. This is a time when every member
of the House should have certain duties to
perform ; and private members of this
Chamber have never en any occasion
within my knowledge been taken into the
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Government's confidence or asked to do
anything except as set forth in the belated
statement made by the Leader of the Cey-
ernment. Notices of motion have been
given by members on this side of the
Chamber, and wvill appear on the notice
paper. If the motion before the Chair is
carried, when will those motions be dis-
cussed ? That is the question. The
Premier says that ample opportunity will
be given, and yet the Government wishes
to close down the session on Thursday next.

The Premier: I did not say anything of
the kind.

MrT. BOYLE: It was definitely stated
that it was desirable the session should
finish on Thursday.

The Prcemier: But the bon. member
says that I stated ample opportunity would
be given. What I said was that the Rouse
would not desire ample opportunities.

Air. BOYLE:; But private members have
their rights, and I have repeatedly protested
from my place here against invasion of those
rights.

The Premier: So have I.
Mr. BOYLE : I would oppose any motion

attempting in any way, especially in these
times, to curtail our Tights and privileges.
I believe that no man of comnmonsense
would bring before the Chamber matters
not relevant to the present crisis. I do not
think any member would do anything of
that kind. But there are many ways of
interpreting that particular phase of the
subject. There are many ways in which
members of the Parliament of this State
are now called upon to do certain things.
We will not be able to do those things unless
we can speak with some voice of authority.
Therefore I oppose the motion.

MR. SEWARD (Pingelly) [11.43]: 1 re.
gret to have to rise for the purpose of offering
opposition to the motion. I have not, how-
ever, the slightest wish that this House
should remain indefinitely in session, as has
been indicated. Assuming that there is
not justification for this session, then there
is no justification for the existence of this
Parliament. We are in the midst of the
greatest crisis that has ever confronted us,
and the Premier has intimated that ordinary
questions should not be dealt with at this
juncture. To that I reply by asking, what
is an ordinary question ? It may be argued
that even the motion which I have
placed on the notice paper for the

appointment of a select committee is an ord-
inary matter. I maintain, however, that
it is not an. ordinary matter now. Every
phase of our life is now inseparably allied
with the war effort.

It might even be argued that the subject
of which the member for iKatanning (Mr.
Watts) has given notice does not represent
a vital matter today. W~e are confronted
with a position where we are asked by the
Premier to go into the country districts and
take uip certain activities-some of them,
so far as I1 am concerned, minor activities.
But before I go out into the country to do
anything whatever, I must have justifica-
tion. I shall not ask country people to do
things unless I am assured that necessity
exist., for doing thorn, a point on which so
far wve have no information. Some memn-
bers of the Opposition have matters to
bring forward which they regard as being
of very vital concern. Even the matter
concerning which the Minister for Agriculture
gave a reply today might be the subject of
action needing to be taken. It is seriously
possible that somne of our foodstuffs cannot
be produced this year owing to the tragic
position confronting the farming industry
today.

We demand the right to place these mat-
ters before the House. Let us deal wvith
those matters and get them cleaned up.
That should not mean sittings of the House
extending beyond next week. I am only
taking past experience as a guide. I have
witnessed the end of previous sessions when
the rights of private members have been
ruthlessly set aside and the House has been
adjourned in a flurry, with Bills being
brought down here and members not knowing
where they were or what was being done.
I do not wanit that to happen again. We
know that it is important for the Premier
to go to the Eastern -States and we want
to facilitate matters for him, but we do not
want the motion regarding the Premier's
statement to be cleaned up and then the
House to adjourn in order that the Premier
may go East, and consequently have mem-.
bers deprived of their rights. For that
reason I oppose the motion.

HON. N. KEENAN (Nediands) [11.46]:
I hope that before a division is taken the
Premier will seriously consider the sugges-
tion made by the member for West Perth
(Mr. McDonald), and that after the debate
on the statement made by the Premier,
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reasonable time will be allowed for the dis-
cussion. of matters brought forward by
private members, that is, matters of a
c'iaraeter which influence the war. I do not
s ippose for one moment that anyone is going
to ask the Premier to find time to discuss
mitters that have no relation to the war;

btwe need an assurance that after the de-
bite on the Premier's statemnent has been con-
cluded, members will be afforded an oppor-
tunity to discuss matters brought forward
by private members and having a distinct
connection with the war.

The Premier: I give that assurance.
I do not want to waste any more time.

MR. SAMPSON (Swvan) [11.48]: 1 am
siurprised that this apparent endeavour
to stultify the calling of Parliament together
has been made.

The Premier: It is nothing of the kind
you are only talking nonsense. I do not
think we are cutting a very edifying appear.
ance discussing a motion like this.

TMr. SAMPSON: I suggest that the
motion is a reflection on members, who
are sent here to do certain work.

The Premier: It is nothing of the kind.
Mr. SAMPSON: There are matters in

regard to the importance of foodstuffs and
in regard to defence which are all bound
uip in the primary production. of this State,
and in connection with which opportunity
should be given to members for discussion.
I suggest that the time is opportune for a
full discussion of such matters. During the
past months the public have appealed time
after time for meetings of Parliament to be
held whereby matters of vital importance
to the State could be discussed. I hope
the Premier will not insist on this motion
but will realise the importance of discussion
and will give to members the right which
their membership carries with it, that of
expressing opinions in this House.

MR. J. H. SMITH (Nelson) [11.49]: I do
not desire to oppose the motion and do
not want to embarrass the Premier or the
Government. Parliament was summoned
primarily to listen to the Premier's state-
ment. There is a great divergence of opin-
ion concerning many of the remarks con-
tained in that statement, but I understand
Parliament will have a full opportunity of
discussing every phase of the statement.
A difference of opinion exists not only in my
mind but also in the minds of many other
members, and I want an assurance that if

we disagree about some of the things that
are being done by the Government-I will
not mention them now-that is, if the
majority of members disagree, the Premier
will not prevent our carrying a motion to
that effect and will take it to the Premiers'
Conference.

The Premier: It is for Parliament to
dcide.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: Will that be so?
The Premier, Of course !
Mr. J. Hf. SMITH: I hope the Premier

will not make a party question of it. I
refer particularly to hours of trading in
liquor, ete. So long as I have the Premier's
assurance, I am prepared to support him in
his desire to get on with the main business
for "ihieh Parliament has been called
together.

MR. MARSHALL (Murchison) [11.511:
There is only one aspect of this motion that
puzzles me and gives me some concern.
At this juncture we can expect a big number
of regulations, governing the civil defence
operations of this State, which are of vital
importance and must have a great effect
on the freedom and liberty of the com-
munity. What is worrying me more than
anything is that a motion to disallow any
such regulations that may be rather drastic
in character will be ineffective. I want to
remind members that three sitting days
of this session will have elapsed when we
rise, and under our Constitution we are
allowed only 14 sitting days to move a
motion to disallow regulations, and regu-
lations that have not been disallowed have
the same force as law. What is of more
importance is that no private member can
move for the repeal of those regulations.

The Premier, I1 never said so.
Mr. MARSHALL: No, but if this motion

is carried, it will prevent a private member
frome moving a motion to disallow a regu-
lation.

Hon. 0. G. Latham: It will not prevent
him from giving notice.

Mr. MARSHAL L: Government business
takes precedence over private members'
business. Therefore any notice of motion
or any motion need not be considered, be-
cause Government business must come before
it. When this session is concluded, three
of the 14 sitting days allowed will have
gone and, if we are to have a repetition of
that, no opportunity will be given for
members to take exception to regulations
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by moving their disallowance. The motion
says that Government business shall take
precedence over all other business.

The Premier; For the time being 1
Mr. MARSHALL: Three days will have

gone when we rise, Under the Constitution,
14 days are allowed for the moving of a
motion of disallowance after papers have
been tabled, and three days will have gone
when this session concludes. That applies
to all the regulations that were tabled
last Thursday afternoon. Consequently,
members need to be aware of what they
are doing. They cannot repeal regulations ;
that has to be done by Executive Council.
Parliament can repeal an Act of Parliament,
but not a regulation. I am beginning to
think there is going to be more tyranny im-
posed on the community by regulations
than by legislation. That is the only thing
that agitates; my mind. During all the
years I have been here, I have never known
one Premier who has gone back on his
word to private members.

When motions similar to this have been
moved and an assurance has been given
that private members would have an
opportunity of finalising their business, the
undertaking has been honourably carried
out, and I do not doubt that the Premier
will follow the same course ; but I do not
want the House to be under any m-is-
apprehension as to what can happen in
regard to regulations, which are most
important. We have an opportunity to
dicuss legislation, but regulations are tabled
and many members are unaware of their
drastic nature, and it will be too late to
move for their disallowance. I do not
oppose the motion and I am sure that the
Premier will give every opportunity for
the discussion of any matter which is of
vital importance.

The Premier: I am sure he will, too i

MR. RAPHAEL (Victoria Park) [11.65]:
1 intended to oppose the Premier's suggestion
that private members' business be cut out.

The Premier: You did not come here
very early to do it.

Mr. RAPHAEL: I was outside talking
to one of the constituents of the member
for Canning (Mr. Cross). This woman was
discussing with me the nature of one of the
regulations by means of which the Govern-
ment has attempted to rule the country ina
the last few months, and was speaking of
the damage done to her business. The
member for Canning is now discussing the

matter with the lady, where I left off. As
the member for Murchison (Mr. Marshall)
has pointed out, if some of the mattire
dealt with by regulation had been attended
to by Act of Parliament, they could have
been discussed, and members would have
been ifl a position to i]Idicate many -weak-
nesses and disadvantages inherent in the
regulations, doubtless through lack of a
proper preliminary investigation. I do not
suppose the Minister for Civil Defence is
to blame, but ani unholy mess has been
made of a lot of the regulations.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The lion.
member is not in order in discussing that
matter now.

Mr. RAPHAEL: I hope that Parliament
will sit for a little longer than the Govern-
ment anticipated in the first instance, in
order that members may have ean oppor-
tunity to discuss the regulations and pro.
ably do something by legislation instead
of by consultative council, as has been done
for the past few months.

Mr. J. Hegney: Will you be here ?
You were not here much last year.

Mr. RAPHAEL; X was hemre ore often
than was the member for Middle Swan.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order i The member
for Victoria Park will continue his remarks.

Mr. RAPHAEL: On the assurance of
the Premier that we shall be given an
opportunity to discuss questions of burning
importance to our electorates-

The Premier: I have said so three times.
Mr. RAPHAEL: If the Premier had

given that assurance when moving the
motion-

The Minister for Mines: Perhaps you
were not here !

Mr. RAPHAEL: I was here. If that
assurance had been given, the present
discussion would not have been necessary,
I hope that we shall be given every oppor-
tunity to discuss these matters, and that
we shall do things by legislation instead of
having so many regulations, as we have
had over the past four or five months.

Question put and passed.

MOTION-PRINTING MINISTERIAL
STATEMENT.

As to Sts War Effovt.

Debate resumed from the 0th April on
the following motion by the Premier:

That the Ministerial Statement be printed.
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Mr. SPEAKER: Before calling on the
Leader of the Opposition to continue the de-
bate from last Thursday, I wish to make a
few remarks. I say to members who intend
to speak upon the statement made by the
Premier that it is my intention to allow
a fairly free discussion, and to permit nmem-
bers to discuss anything that comes within
the ambit of that statement. I realise I
may not be exactly correct in that ruling,
and any member who wishies to take excep-
tion to it will have right on his side. I also
realise that these are extraordinary times,
and that members must have some chance
to discuss these questions. It is my inten-
tion, therefore, to permit such discussion so
long as it is relevant to thle Premier's state-
ment.

RON. C. G. LATHAM (York) [12.2): 1
have a full realisation of the responsibilities
qof the Government, the Opposition, and
-every member of both Rouses. I stand
here in my place with a full realisation of
that position. To Parliament there is only
one thing that counts, namely, the defence
of the country. True, thle Commonwealth
Government is responsible for that defence,
but our isolation demands more from the
citizens of this State than is thle case with
the citizens of the Eastern States. One
has only to travel, as I had the opportunity
recently of doing in the company of the
Minister for Works, to realise what our
isolation actually means. With a very-
active enemly patrolling the coastline of
Western Australia or the southern part of
the Eastern States, with a single railway
track and a single main road, we are ab-
solutely cut off from the rest of Australia.
Whilst I admit that it is the responsibility
of the Federal Government to defenda
Australia, I also acknowledge that it be-
comes the responsibility of the State Gov-
ernment to render the services the Premier
has pointed out it is rendering to the Gov-
ernment of Australia. I know that that
is so, because I have been taken into the
confidence of the Government from time
to time in respect to certain matters.

M1r. Raphael: That is more than can be
said -with regard to us.

The Premier: Not at all.
Ron- C. G. LATHA"M: I am not going

to say that. I do not know to what ex-
tent time Government lies taken nmembers
generally into its confidence, hut I point
out that the very high military strategic

Iboliv ' has probably not been passed onl,
een to the lPemier-. Judging ti-om sonme

information n-hich r-ea-bed us in Canberra,
it appeai-s diicult for anyone to obtain in-
formation onl certain matters. Quite
mi-it, tooi! People will talk; that is the
danger. It is not that they express thema-
selves exactly in the terms of the state-
meun they have heard, hut the danger lies
in the construction they put upon such
statements,. A great deal of the success
achieved by the enemy is due to the fact
that they have had ears and mouthpieces
in the countries that have fallen to them.
We A-ant to avoid as much of that kind
of thing here as possible. I cannot, there-
fore, blamne the Federal Government for
not passing onl certain information.

The Prime 'Minister of Australia has
stated in the Press that defence is largely
a matter for the Defence Forces, namely
those in control of the Navy, the Army and
thle Air Force. All that he is called upon
to do is to discuss with the heads of those
forces the financial aspect and any other
question in which he can afford help, and
all he expects is to lie informed of what
is taking place in that direction.

The Premier: And anay repercussions
that may occur as a result of certain
actions that may be taken.

Hon. C. f'_ LATHAM: No doubt the
Prime 'Minister is well acquainted with
,what is going onl, and no doubt also hie
has taken into his confidence the Premier
and those Ministers who attended the
meeting of the War Council. Not only is
it a duty devolving upon Ministers to help
in the war effort, but the responsibility
also falls upon members of this House. For
that reason I was very pleased to read the
letter which was sent by the Premier to
members. I think he will agr-e -with me
that to a certain extent I was responsible
for the promulgation of that letter.

The Premier: In regard to one or two
items, yes.

Hion. C. G. LATHAMf: I told him that
members of time House were most anxious
to assist.

Mr. Cross:- The Labour Party moved in
that direction a long time before you did.

][on. C. C. LATHAM: I do not say that
that was not so. I was anxious that the
Premier should make contact with mem-
bers of the House so that we might all do
everything we could to assist him. I am
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glad to know that he has had some replies
offering assistance, and expressing willing-
Res$ to do those things that he wanted
done.

The Premier: I have had many replies.
Hon. C. O. LATHAM: I hope they have

come from both sides of the House.
The Premier: They have.
Hon. C. G1. LAT HAM.: 'Members can do

agreat deal to give confidence to the
people'of the State. The morale of our
people is a most important matter:

_1r. Cross: One(, of the most important.
Hon, C. G1. LATHAM: Once a people

drops its lbundle, I am afraid it is finished.
So long as we can see even a b)right speck
ahead, I believe we canl inspire our people
in all sort- of ways that wvili help them.
With respect to the letter sent out by the
Premier, I believe it is well known that a
friendly ally of our,, is rendering great
help to Australia, particularly to this
State. Its people have come here fully
equipped and are anxiously awaiting the
opportunity to come into contact with
our coinon enemy. Those people have
to be fedl. Whilst ill thle Past it has;
been an easy matter to fee1 our own
people, a greater responsibility is throwni
upon uh to feed those who may not care
for exactly tile samte diet to which we have
been accustomed, and it is our duty to
meet their wishes so far a; we can. It is
known that the new arrivals prefer cer-
tain kinds of meat, and certain kinds of
rel-etables, all of which eoin he produced
in this State. We ought to do all we canl
to meet their wishes in this respect. I
know some people believe that is a minor
detail, but to me it is hhrlntly important.
Speaking as an ex-ndlitary mnan, I bold
that the mnost important thing is to feed
the troops.

The Premier: Yes.
Hon. C. G. LATHAM: We were told

that it was highly important that munitions
should be kept dry and that the troops should
be fed. If the troops are well fed, they wvill
do a good job. It is not only a physical
but a psychological necessity for their suc-
cess. We hare roadcast to our people that
we want them to see whether they canl pro-
duce these commodities, hut we have not
told them how they are going to be paid for
so doing. That is a vecry important factor.
I admit it is not easy to do these things
,without the necessary- wherewithal to give

effect to such a policy. The thing that struck
me was that wve were working through one
head, whether through the head of the
Agricultural Department or the head of the
Premier's Department, and that uniformity
throughout the State was not being secured.
Just as it is necessary to have a head for
the miilitary forces, so it is necessary to
have a head in matters dealing with the
coin missa riftt. I look to the M11inister for
Agriculture to lay dlown a policy for the
feeding of these military forces who have
come here to assist in the defencee of our
country. Mlany officers ill our midst have
knowledge concerning these matters, and I
hoped it 'would have been. possible to use
that knowledge and disseminate it amongst
our people so that a uniform system might
be evolved.

Another very important question is that
dealing with evacuations from target areas.
For a time I admit that, in common with
many members, I was dissatisfied with what
was taking place. There seemed to he no
policy, but I am now pleased to say an im-
provement has been evidenced during the
last month or so. True, it is difficult to
get any one to move unless someone is in
control of the people concerned. The uin-
:fortunate occurrence in the North xuav hare
.provided somne indacement to those con-
cerned to make a move in this direction.
There are three areas concerned, namely,
target areas;, neutral areas and receptive
areas. To may mind, evacuees from target
areas should not be allowed to go into neutral
areas, because they may become target
areas. They should be sent into receptive
areas. Unfortunately, miany persons have
moved into neutral areas, not as9 a result
of action by the Civil Defence Council, but
have gone there of their own volition. I
should like to see some fornm of registra-
tion.

The Minister for 'Mines: Registration of
what?,

Hon. C. G. LATH AM:. Of evacuees, so
that we may know where they have come
from and where they have gone. I know
that would entail a great deal of work, but
I believe it is necessary work. I anm not
talking of evacuees who are under control
but of persons who hare acted onl their own
initiative. It is important that the Minis-
ter should hare some knowledge of those
people in his office. Certain arrangements
were made for women and children to he
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evacuated fromt a northern port to a cer-
tain agricultural area. When the arrange-
mnents had been made for the transfer, it
was found that the area was occupied by a
number of people who had gone there of
their own accord. The Minister had no
knowledge of that, and neither had his offi-
cers. I hope some system of registration for
evacuees may be evolved, so that we may
know where they have comne from and to
what reception areas they have gone. That
would help) materially if the time came when
we had to remove people hurriedly.

"Cot only are members of the House miost
willing and] anxious to help but that is the
ease of many people outside Parliament.
The public, however, has to be educated. It.
is of no use having one person doing a
thing one way anid another person doing it
another way. We must have control. It will
be necessary to appoint a head to organise
thingvs. Such a person would be of material
assistance to the Minister when the time
came to evacuate people out of target areas.
'Unfortunately, every day brings nearer to
us the possibility of an invasion. The fall
of the Philippines has released a large
number of Japanese troops. Whether they
will turn their attention to the North or
come south is a matter they have doubtless
already decided- The greatest security we
can have is to prepare ourselves for the
enemy. Rather than discuss trifling matters
today, we ought to turn our attention In
that direction. Every male capable of
handling a rifle should be instructed in its
use and lie provided with a uniform.

M1r. Withers: If he can get a rifle.
Mr. Raphael: The militia cannot be

armed.

lHon. C. G. LATHAM: That difficulty is
gradually being overcome. The Premier
pointed out in his important statement, but
the hon. member was not present to hear
it, that much of our equipment has been
sent oversea to make good losses there. It
is no use crying over spilt milk. We should
direct our attention to what wve are to do
today and tomorrow.

Mr. Styants: What we want is equip-
mernt,

Hon. C. 0. LATHAM1: Yes, anid the
worker mnust turn it out. It is discouraging
to find, on picking up the paper today, that
there are still strikers in Australia, workers
who have niot a complete realisation of what

might be ahead of us. I do not want to dis-
cuss that aspect; it is neither our respon-
sibility nor our business for the moment.

Mr. J. Hegney:. Do not reflect on the
workers. They are doing a good job.

Hon. C. U. LATH1AM: Surely, any dis-
pute that may arise in a factory in Austra-
lia at the present time can he settled by
arbitration. Our newspapers point out that
our workers will niot be striking if the enemy
invades Australia. And a Labour Govern-
merit is in power in the Federal sphere!I
Any dispute should he settled in a day.

Mr. 'Withers: The cause of the strike will
not disappear in a day.

lion. C. G. LATHAM: I know the ord-
inary worker. I could go into any factory
in Western Australia and speak reasonably
anid sensibly to the workers on the issue
which we are facing today. As I have said,
we have many men in this State capable
of using a rifle. I admit it would be dan-
gerous to supply a mni with a rifle and]
not at the saime time lprovide him 'with a
uniform,

'Mr. Warner: It would be more danger-ous
for the man to be without a rifle.

Hon. C. C-. LATHAMI: I believe we can
provide a uniform, even if it is mnerely a
khaki suit.

Mr. Berry: (Jive mue a gn and I will
take the risk.

lion. C. G. LATHAM: We will all take
ri4'k~ in the defence of our country; but
I ain anxious. that every person in the
Mtate should be protected. I frankly admit
that rifles and ammunition are not the
only things that count. Rifles would be
no use against iechanised units, hut they
will hlIl to some extent. Submarines and
rertiplanes will play at greater part in our
defence than will rifles; but give us the
otpportLunity, in our isolated position, to do
something towards defending our country
amid T shall be satisfied. There is this side
of the mtatter: every man cannot become a
s'oldier, a sailor or an airmanl; We must
hare people to feed us. I am afraid we
orle not getting sufficient encouragement
front. the Commonwealth Glovernment in
thant respect.

Recently that Glovernment fixed a price
for mneat production, and I am disappoint-
ed that a little mnore consideration was not
given to the matter. To inc it seems that
-we place in control a type of man who
regards the matter entirely from a figura-
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tive viewpoint. He does not go into the
pros and cons in order to ascertain
whether there is justification for aa in-
crease in price or not. Any person super-
ficially acquainted with the went industry
of this State must be well aware that dur-
ing the months of March, April and May,
and even June, sheep that are handfed are
put on the mtarket. They are given either
peas or oats, because farmers know that
it pays to feed the stock in that way. The
importance of our obtaining well-fed beef,
inutton and pork cannot be over-estimated,
because there may he great waste in two
ways: The fanner mayv have to send to
market two sheep whecre otherwise one
would be sufficient, and the meat product
is not so good for human consumption.

Mr. J. Hegney: When meat gets too
tough, it -will go off.

Hon. C. 0. LATHAI\: Fattened cattle,
whether a broken-mouthed ewe or an old
cow, will yield excellent meat, if given
luscious feed . It would he extremely diffil-
cult to distinguish the flesh from that of
a lamb or calf. Broken-mouthed ewes are
frequently sold on the market as lamb if
fed in that way; and the meat is very
tasty, to 'o. I am anxious tha we in this
State shall not be placed at a disadvan-
tage compared with the people in the
Eastern States. The price of pig meat in
this State was fixed at 2d. a lb. less tban
in the State of New South Wales. I hope
the Minister will be able to explain the
reason for this, as I cannot understand it.'
I admit that this is an exporting State,
whereas New South Wales has- a large
homne consumption.

Mr. Raphael: The workers in this State
are not allowed by the Arbitration Court
to get an increase in wages to make up
for the increase in cost of living.n

Mr. SPEAKER : Order!
Mr. Raphael: Tt is all very well for the

Leader of the Opposition to talk in that
w ay.

Hon. C. 0. LATHAM: I am not going to
discuss that question at present. I am
desirous that every encouragement should
be given to feed tb people who are to de-
fend us, but at the same time I want some
encouragemnent to be g-iven to those wvho
produce, the food. Rleverting to the sub-
ject of vegetable;, our markets are at pre-
sent short-supplied, for two reasqons: one,
the great number of enlistments: and, two

the large number of vegetable growers
who have been interned. Vegetables are
fetching a high price; a little white ago
a buyer who went to the market to obtain
his ordinary supplies had to pay an in-
creased price of 25 per cent. We can pro-
due larger quantities of vegetables if the
growers, are given enougih encouragement.
I admit the ditieulty of fixing prices for
vegetalbles, because qu~ality, as well aus
quantity, mnust lie taken into account, and
there are many differences of opinion as
to what quality actually is. By this morn-
ing's paper I note that the potato growers
at Donnybrook are anxious to have a mini-
mum price fixed for their product.

Mr. Withers: And a maximum price.
Hon. C. G. LATHAM1: But what -would

be the minimum price and the standard of
potato to be sold at that price?

The 'Minister for Lands: A tremendous
number of factors enter into the price.

Hon. C. G. LAT HAM: I am anxious, as
is the Government, to ensure that our people
are contented. I want to see our growers
continue to produce necessary foodstuffs in
ever-increasing quantities; if that object
can be achieved, then I shall be perfectly
saitisfied, as wrill. be the G-overnment.

During the present crisis it has been neces-
sary for our Government to ask the Com-
monwealth Government to delegate certain
powers to the State Government uinder the
National Security Act. I point out there
is great danger in exercising the powers
tinder that Act. Regulations have been made
uinder it for almost every conceivable mat-
ter. After listening to the Premier's state-
meat about the financial position of Aus-
tralia, I feel somewhat concerned, and I
hope the National Security Act will not be
invoked in matters which we ourselves can
settle in our own domestic way. I admit that
it is necessary at times to invoke the aid
of the National Security Act in order to
deal with matters expeditiously.

The Premier: You would not attempt to
amend the Licensing Act ?

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: The National
Security Regulations apply only during the
war and for a certain period thereafter,
when we will return to our old conditions.
That is our safeguard. We find, however,
that the Federal Government is usingy the
National Security Regulations to fix not only
the price of meat but to acquire the bulk
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handling facilities throughout Australia.
That seems to me to be stretching the powers
a little too far. If the Federal Government
can show me that it is justified in entering
upon the ordinary business of bulk
handling, I shall be satisfied. In New South
Wales it is conducted by the State Govern-
ment and that is also the case in Victoria;
i Wetr Australia it is carried on by

the farmers themselves.

Mr. Patrick: The Federal Government
will appoint a board to carry on that work.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I understand the
present manag&ement will be allowed to con-
tinue. It has been explained to mue that
the Federal Government's idea is to obviate
the payment of storage in bins. Whether
that is so or not, I do not know. As a
matter of fact, most of the arrangements
in connection 'with bulk handling have been
made by Cabinet. They were made not under
any Act or regulation and it is therefore
difficult to ascertain exactly what the posi-
tion of the wheat owner is in this respect.
The way has been cleared by the Federal
Government under the National Security
Regulations. I understand a test is proceed-
ing- in New South Wales and that might
have the effect of determining what the
powvers of the Federal flovernment are in
this matter: It does appear to me, how-
ever, that the Federal Government is using
those powers unnecessarily.

Some time ago that Government brought
down a regulation providing for the clos-
ing bhours of shops throughout Australia.
At the time the clocks were advanced for
summer time, so that in reality shops in
the country districts were compelled to dlose
at 5 p.m. on Friday or Saturday, accord-
ing to the districts in which the shops were
situated. That was supposed to help the
war effort, but I fail to understand in what
way it could do so. The farmer and his
workers have been in the habit of visiting
country towns on Friday or Saturday even-
ings, as the case mnay be, in order to effect
their purchases. When the shops were
forced to close at 5 p.m. these people had
to make their purchases in their own time
and so missed the advantage of the further
daylight hours which otherwise they might
have employed. I repeat, there can he no
objection at all to the making of regulations
under the National Security Act for the
defence of Australia, hut to utilise them

in order to give effect to or put into opera-
tion the policy of the Labour Party is
wrong.

Mr. Fox: It is one and the same thing.
Hon. C. UA. LATHAM: That may or may

not be, I know that I shall a-rouse the
hon,. member's feelings in respect of one
or two points, regarding which I cannot
see any logical argument at all.

Mr. J1. Hegney: Will you explain how
the alteration of time has been effected
under the Labour policy in connection
with hotels?!

Hon. C. Gi. ATA:In this State the
Minister for Labour quite openly endeft-
voured to effect the closing times of shops
on Saturday afternoons and so on. I have
HO objection to that at all. I make no
complaint now because that was done qu~ite
openly, but I know now that under such
conditions there is a shortage of five or
six hours in the time of labour.

The 'Minister for Labour: Shop walkers
work thn' same number of hours.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: How could that
lie so?

The 'Ministor for Labour: Because the)'
start earlier.

Hon. C. G. LA TRAM: I am not criticis-
ing the Minister at all. I ami pointing to
the fact that the National Security Regu-
lations, appear to have been used for party
purposes and I regard that as wrong. I
admit that the application of those
regulations recently for the purpose of
limiting the hours of trading in hotels, was
extremely neesksary. I am afraid that the
Justification for the step that is taken was
due to the laxity of control by the police.

Mr. Thorn: Not the civil authorities.
Hon. C. 0. LATHAM.%: It was largely due

to the laxity of both civil and military
authorities. As a matter of fact, in vari-
ous parts of this State licensees have been
permitted to carry on business beyond the
hours specified in the Licensing Act, and
I think that course most unwise. In-
evitably there must come a time when ad-
vantage will he taken of the precedent
and the laws will not he obw'~rved by
other sections of the community. There-
fore it becomes a. rather serious matter.
When the troops returned from oversen
they -were made a fuss of and the military
authorities did not exercise the care and
control that was apparent after the 1914418
war. The civil police were powerle~zs to
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act because of their numerical strength,
which wvas never intended to cope with
such an extraordinary situation.

Mr. Thorn: The military authorities
should 1)e in control of the troops.

Hon. C. 6. LATHAIM: I agree that that
is a very important phase. Generally
speaking, of course, the laws are fairly rea-
sonably observed by the general public. I
claim that the hotel licensees themselves
cannot be excluded fromn their share of
blame. They have provided lounges where
people can make themselves happy and
comfortable and, in fact, there are some
people using themr who would be better
serving their country in other directions.

Mr. Thorn: The provision of lounges
leads to extravagance and excessive drink-
ing.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: That is so. Steps
had to be taken to curb) the situation and
I commend the Government upon the
course adopted. A distinct improvement is
now apparent. However, in making use of
powers under the National Security Re-
gulations, I ask the Government to be con-
siderate because in exercising power under
them they must realise that Parliament
largely loses control over the situation.
Naturally we cannot move to disagree with
the regulations, which must remain in
force until the Federal Government effects
alterations or terminates their applica-
tion.

M.Nr. J. Hf. Smuith: The 6 o'clock closing
of hotels was not effected under the Fede-
ral regulations.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Yes, it was. There
is no power for the State Government to
do so otherwise.

'Mr. J. H. Smith: The State Government
decided that matter.

Hron. C. G. LATHAM: The power was,
vested in the hands of the Federal Govern-
mnent. Under the Defence Act the Federal
Government has the power to close hotels
by day or by night, and then under the
National Security Regulations effect was
given to the wishes of the respective State
Governments.

Mr. J. H. Smith: That is so.
Hon. C. G. LATHAM: In South Aus-

tralia the hotels were closed for two hours,
from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. I am not sure that
the position was not just as bad afterwards,
but that step was taken with the best of
intentions.

The Minister for Mines: The same applies
to Melbourne, where 6 o'clock closing has
always been in vogue.

Hon. C. 0. LATHAM: Yes, but I and
other members have probably stayed in
hotels both in Sydney and in 3Melbourne
and we know what wvent on there. The prob-
lem was just as great in the Eastern States
as in this State, and I commend the Gov-
erment for the steps taken at that time.

Mr. J. H. Smith: Drunkenness was nlever
so rife as with 6 o'clock closing.

Hon. C. 0. LATHAMt: The trouble is
that people now have more money to spend
than they had previously. That does not
apply to the country districts, where hotel-
keepers claim that their business is lan-
gruishing owing to the depopulation of
rural areas. Money is not circulating freely
there, and even if the hotels could keep open
for 12 hours per day they could not get rid
of their beer quota.

Mr. Hughes: Where is this unsold beer?
Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I do not think

the State Government will exercise its
powers unnecessarily, and I most certainly
will be behind State Ministers if the ap-
plication of the regulations is really neces-
sary.' I shall adopt that attitude even if I
am the only man in the House who does so.
Obviously there will alwvays be some mni-
hers in this Chamber who will adopt a selfish
viewpoint. I appeal to
ters; on a wider basis.
of evacuation from the
try areas, if members
constituencies are to act
the Government, steps
determine that proper
be available for the
selected and that there

them to regard mnat-
As to the question
metropolis to coun-
representing rural

as ambassadors for
should he taken to
accommodation will
people at centres

will be an adequate
water supply during the summer months to
ensure reasonable comfort and] cleanliness.
Then again school facilities must be pro-
vided for the children. It will be easy to
secure halls for that purpose and the ser-
vices of someone capable of teaching the
young should be obtained. There aire cer-
tain districts where water supplies are lack-
ing.

The Minister for Mines: There is also
the matter of military considerations.

Hon. C. G. L.ATHAM: I know that the
military authorities have set aside what they
refer to as medical service areas.

The Minister for Mines: I am talking
about evacuation areas.
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Ilan. C. G. LATHAM: Probably it is
anticipated that military forces will be
established there.

IMr. Hughes: I do not know about that.
lion. C. G. LATHAM: Naturally we are

not critical regarding the military authori-
ties.

The Minister for Mines: I am not criticis-
ing them.

lion. C. G. LATHAM1: Of course not. I
know that the 'Minister is working bar-
ioniously with the military authorities. The
fact remains that people have been told that
they cannot go to certain districts. Per-
haps it is that petrol supplies arc being
laid down in country centres, and I know
that that is being done much to the annoy-
ance of lpeople at one eentre. For my p'art
I am anxious that we shall have petrol sup-
plies in the countr areas.

The Minister for M.%ines; They will be-
come vulnerable areas.

Hon. C. Gr. LATHAM: Yes; but if trans-
port facilities were not available in those
areas, the people there would be the first
to complain. Naturally' the military auth-
orities wvill be careful to see that supplies
of petrol, munitions and so on are wveil dis-
tributed, and I am anxious that everything
possible shafl be done in that respect. I aim
personally interested in providing adequate
transport facilities in country ditcs and

it may be that in the near future our petrol
supplies will be cut off. The difficulty be-
comes accentuated in view of the fact that
we have in our midst allies whose mechani-
cal appliances utilise a great deal of petrol
and naturally they must have first call on
our supplies.

For that reason I am anxious that our
people shall be encouraged to use some sub-
stitute fuel, and in that respect I claim that
gas producers represent a satisfactory al-
ternative. I am glad the Minister for Rail-
ways seldom goes out without a gas pro-
ducer attached to his car. I commend him
for his action. I am anxious that every-
thing possible shall be done to encourage
our people to instal gas producers on their
vehicles. I have perhaps been a little more
active in this matter than I normally would
bare been, hut this has been because of the
war situation and the necessity for provid-
iug adequate transport facilities. If pet-
rol supplies should be cut off, those who will
suffer most will be the country people.
Therefore, if it is possible to provide a sub-

stitute fuel we should do so, and perhaps
the Government could make use of the
Liquid Fuel Control Board to encourage the
use of gas producers.

Problems are associated with the trans-
port difficulties and one is involved in the
provision of bags for charcoal. Unless it
is possible to transport in bulk, that will
be a real difficulty. We may be able to cope
with it in the metropolitan area, but that
will not be so in country towns. A little
while ago I visited Kalgoorlie. I should
like members representing the goldfields
areas to note the very small niumber of gas
producers being used there. I hope the
necessity will never arise when gas pro-
ducers have to be used exclusively, but
they represent an important source of
power, and an important means of trans-
port to the goldfield& is the road transport.
It is essential to look to the future be-
cause, within siN months, the necessity for
using somec other fuel mig-ht arise.

Not long ago the Minister for Labour
was approached by certain people wvho in-
formed him that they were being exploited
by a certain class of worker. Men who
made their services available to employers
at a stated price found that their services
were much sought after, and increased
their demands until they became almost
prohibitive. I have in mind the price for
charcoal fixed by the Prices Commissioner,
but the same thing applied to men cm-
ployed by potato gr-owers. The rates went
up and up, and hence the reason for the
price of potatoes in the metropolitan area.
The Minister was approached and the reply'
lie gave was that the (iovornmnent was not
concerned about the maximum wage; it
was conernedl about the minimum wage.

The main considerot ion should be to en-
sure that the worker gets a fair deal. That
is our first consideration and I hope every'
member will stand behind the Government
to that end. At the same time the worker
has no right to take advantage of a crisis
such as is being experienced in Australia
today in order to push his side to the dis-
advantage of other sections of the coin-
mnunity. Charcoal became very expensive
in consequence and places producing it
went out of business. Potato growers,
similarly affected, let their crops rot, be-
caus'e they could not afford to pay the high
rates being demanded for the digging.
When the Minister meplieq to any future
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complaint on the same score, I hope he will
give greater consideration to it than he did
on this occasion.

The Minister for Labour: You have about
one-quarter explained the case.

Hon. C. G. LATH.AMN: Probably only
one-quarter of it was explained to me. I
wish to be quite fair. The Minister knows
what happened and is in a position to give
us the facts.

The 'Minister for Labour: It is many
months old.

lion. C. (;. LATHAMK: It occurred some
tune ago, admittedly, but I have riot yet
heard that a maximum as wvell as a mini-
nurn wage had been fixed. We have been

in the habit of depending on the Court of
Arbitration and its awards for the fixa-
tion of wvages, but there are many indus-
tries that do not conmc under boards or
awards. Therefore we should see that the
people engaged in those industries do not
indulge in exploitation to the disadvantage
of the general community. Let the Goy-
erment ensure them a fair deal by all
means and the Government will have our
support, but do not let men ask for 22/6
today, 25s. tomorrow and 30s. the day after
for their services.

Mr. Cross interjected.
Hon. C. G. LATHAM: No, the price of

potatoes has been fixed for a considerable
time. Now I shall probably be the means
of causing the member for Sonth Frne-
mantle (Mr. Fox) to bite a little. My idea
of overtime payment was that it was pro-
vided in awards as a penalty to discourage
the working of overtime. I may be wrong,
but I believe that is the ease. If a man
worked 44 hours a week and was required
to work overtime, a penalty was imposed
upon the employer to prevent his work-
ing overtime unnecessarily.

Mr. J. Hegney: Under the law of the
country, of course.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Yes. I want to
point out what is happening in some parts
of this State. Certain men are not work-
ing on five days of the week, but because
the payment for Saturday and Sunday
work carries a penalty rate, they are
simply working on those two days. By so
doing they receive higher rates of pay, and
T say definitely that they are exploiting
their fellow workers. The miners on the
Collie coalfield, when approached by the
Government, agreed to work to meet the

requirements of the country in a time of
need. I commend theta for their action.
They did not announce that they would not
work on five days of the week but would
work on Saturday and Sunday only be-
cause they would then receive double pay.
I want the Government to investigate this
matter. If penalty rates are to be paid,
let themn be distributed amongst the men
wiho work during the whole of the week,
.and not be paid exclusively to those who
will not work on 'Monday to Friday in-
clusive. The attitude they take is that
they can make as much money by workingr
the two days at the week-end as other n
earn on the other five days.

AMr. Fox: You ought to speak on some-
thing of which you have some knowledge.

lion. C. G. LATHAM1: My facts are cor-
red. I am prepared to supply proof of
themn. It is time the matter was investi-
ga tecd.

Mr. Withers: Under the regulations a
man cannot absent himself from wvork.

Hon. C. G. LATHAMT: The lion, mem-
ber knows what happens in the case of
waterside workers. He is a little innocent
in making that remark. 'No authority has
pointed out to the people that they must
not defy the law, and some are defying it.
We in Western Australia have been very
fortunate and I do not want, by any re-
nmarks I make here, to create industrial
unrest. I am pleased to be associated with
a State in which very little industrial
trouble has occurred, due largely to the
coninionsense displayed by representatives
industrially and probably politically also-
WiIl the member for South Fremantle say
that a inal has a right to work on Saturday
and Sunday" and draw double or treble pay
and not wvork during the rest of the week,
while other men work for one-half or one-
third of the pay?

Mr. Fox: That is not so.
Hon. C. G. LATHAM: It is so; I can

give specific instances.
Mr. Cross: You would like to fix wages.
Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I have told the
member for Canning that we do not do
that sort of thing. Is it his desire that we
go out at election time and try to outdo
the Government in offers of wages and
salaries? We have tribunals in this State
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to adjust wvages and salaries and I am pre-
pared to rely upon those bodies exercising
colliun) seilse.

Mr. Cross: They do not always do that,
either.

lon. C. G. LATHAM: Then the bon.
member, if justIified, has an opportunity to
bring- before the House at motion disagree-
ing with the decisions of such bodies. They
are not al)ove the laws of the land. He
could table a motion to the effect that the
present President of the Arbitration Court
should no longer occupy that position for
reasons set out. But the lion. member would
not do that. I ant sure that some of these
things oly% need to be brought home to the
Government in order to receive attention.
I think Ministers are imbued with the sonic
ideas as are members onl this side of the
House, namely to forget party politics and
pll] together to ensure that the whole of
our effort is devoted to putting upl a strong
defence of this country.

The 'Minister for Labour: I wish some of
your speakers fromi broadcast stations on
Sunday would do that.

Hllt. C. 0. LATHAM: I think they will
do so in future. I have read comments in
papers circulating in my district dealing
with the other side, but I will not go into
that matter. Here is another thing that is
quite improper. The whole of the building
material in this State has been frozen. The
Premier is aware of that.

The Premier: No, only iii the metropolitan
area.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM%: Well, that is a
very important part of the State. It was
frozen for two reasons, one to make material
available for defence purposes, such as
huts, etc., for the American troops that have
come here, and for other purposes that I
need miot explain, and to make available the
artisans necessary to carry out such work.

MrIt. Marshall: Thalt is not true.
The Premier: It is true.
Mir. Marshal]: I say it is not true.
Hon. C. G. LATHAM: There is a di s-

timmet shortage of carpenters, bricklayers and
labhourers.

Mr. Marshall: You are wrong.
Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I could get jobs

for a dozeni men tomorrow if the men wore
available.

M-%r. Marshall: Get the job and I will
bring you a bricklayer in two hours.

lion. C. GI. LATHAM: The object was
to make men available for carrying out as
quickly as possible important works required
by' the Government and by the military
authorities. What happened wvas this: .Some
master builders said, "My country requires
amv services nd I as a carpenter or brick-
layer am prepared to make them available."
The case 1 am citing is that of a carpenter,
wvho does his own carpentering work. When
building material was frozen, he could not
undertake further work in thme metropolitan
area, so lie went to the nmpower office and
stated that his services as a carpenter were
available. He was asked, "Have you tried
to get at job?"' He replied, "No, but I
thought if I clinec to you, you could say
where any services were most urgently re-
quired." He was then asked, "Have you
been to the Trades Hall ?" lie replied, "No,
I am a master builder and I pay my pound
fee as at master builder." He was then told,
"You have to become a meamber of the Car-
penters' Unioni before you can get a job.'
I canl produce the manl who made that state-
mieat. He is willing to conic forward and
rep~eat it.

Mr. Cross: le got a £10,000 contract.
Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Be dlid miot.
Mr. Cross: I know that he did.
Mr. SPEAKER: Order!
Hon. C. 0I. LATHAM: He does not take

contract work; hie has been building on his
own account. That an is a good car-
pen~ter.

Mr. Raphatel: Did lie himinself tell you
so ?

lion. C. G. LATHI-A: I canl produce
himi.

The Mlinister for Labour: I can produce
several who have willingly joined the union.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Does the Mfinister
expect at master builder to become a trade
unionist merely' when be is trying to help
in the defence of the country? Is he to be
asked to produce a umion ticket? Is not
that canrying uaiionism too far?

Mr. Doney: Will the Minister ref ute it3

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: No, lie is aware
that what I have said is pcrfectl v true. If
a worth-while lmn is dependent entirely on
being employed, I have no objection to his
becoming a unionist, but when a master
builder says lie is prepared to accept work
as aworkman, he should not be asked to
become a unionist. Whatt I have stated is
true and cannot be justified. I told the man
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in question that I thought a public works
eontract was coming out and that the best
thing he could do would be to make applica-
tion for it. It is a carpentry job. He said,
"I know that the Government is right; it
has a perfect right to tell me to set aside
my civil occupation for the moment and do
something more important, but when anl
official says I must go to tile Trades Hall
and became a unionist, it is asking too
mueh."' We will not get 100 per cent.
efficiency under that procedure.

Mr. Styants: He would get better value
for his money from, the union.

Hon. C. 0. LATHAMI: I doubt it; lie
would prolbably have to go slow, like some
others.

The Minister for Labour: To say that is
very bad.

Hon. C. 0. LAT HAM: Then I will wvith-
draw it. I am not complaining of the work-
men in this State and probably should not
have made that remnark. The attitude adopted
to this mnaster builder is wrong and I think
the -Minister will agre with me.

Sitting suspended from 1.0 to 2.15 p.,a.

lon. C. G. LATHAM: I dto want to sgay
a word onl behalf of those ien -who are
rendering great service to us us litters,
turners and mechanics in our workshops.
That refers not only to the Government
workshbops but to private workshops as
well. Recently I was in a place of enter-
tainment and was sitting alongside a manl
doing an important job ini one of our
munition factories. A vecry unkind caustic
remiark was made by some woman sitting
behlind inc because this manl was not in uni-
form. I daresnvy most of us are more or
less sensitive to that sort of thing, and I
felt keenly for the man beside me, be-
cause we had been discuss ing variouna
thing11s. I suppose hie knew who I was in
the same way as he picked out the Pre-
mier. Hie mentioned to tile tile name of the
workshop hie was in, but dlid not tell me
n-hat he was doing. At last the comnnents
fromn the rear became, so bad that he
walked out of the show. It is plain that
we cannot instil commonsense into the
muind--, of people who will be unfair critics;
but there should be some uieans of dis-
crinmination to let the general public, and
particularly women, realise, that certain
men are doing just as much for Australia
as other men are doing in the fighting line.

Manly young fellows in reserved occupa-
tions are greatly disappointed because they
cannot lbe released from their work.

The Premier: They can resigni.
Hon. C. G,. LATHAM: They cannot re-

sign today. Today they cannot resign
even fr-om1 thle police. If a nal resigns
from a reserved ocLLapiition and enlists,
anid the fact gets out, bie is ishisarged. If
the subject is ventilated in this Chamber-
providedl any publicity is given to it-it
might convey to those critics that they
ought to he well acquainted with the posi-
tion of any nian before they adlversely
criticise him. The Premier knows, about
this- we have discussed the question of the

iniploy"vnent of these mien. They cannot
1-e replaced. That is the unfortunate part.
It take., years to ]nake a turner. I do not
know whlether we should not inquire into
thle possibility of obtaining for these men
sonic kind of badge. They refuse to wear
letters and so forth, which they say only
make the p)ositioni worse, At least they
should lie given some mark of recogniition.

I am not now criticising the Government,
but -.ml inrelv trvimg to instill into the
public mind that the people in general hanve
aI reslponsil~ilitv as regards the spreading of
unfortunate rulmours around the city and
the State. Some of those rnmours are most
astounding. A little while ago I was sur-
prised to hear that troops returning from
sonc front had got into a nest of sub-
inarines and that no less than four trans-
ports had been sunk. One can imagine the
alarm and sorrow caused to many of the
famiilies concerned. The spreaders, of such
rumours might 1w asked to place them-
selves inl thle position OF thet relatives of
s-old i!rs concerning whom such reports- are
circulated. Bad news is hail enough if
true, without manu fact ured bad news.
Therefore [ appeal to certain membhers of
the public to have some consideration for
the relatives; of our soldiers.

Thle Treasurer was good enough today
to reply to a quelstion I asked somewhat
uiiieereioriously' . Let mnc express the hope
that the practice of askingf questions with-
out notice will not be followed extensively.
If one -wants accurate mid complete
answers, one must give notice of questions.
T amll concerned at what the Premier told
me, today. Looking at the matter from a
purely selfish State point of view, I should
say the probaibilities are, that we shall get
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some relief from the kind of taxation to
which my question and the Premier's
answer referred. A much more important
feature, however, is the right to control
the destinies, of the 'state. The 'way -we
can achieve that objetive is to have at all
timies coIntroI of the finances of our State.
I was on of those, evidently out of sten
at the time, who uppocted the Financial
Agreement-I fought against it here in
1928-between (lie States and the Coin-
11oii wealth.

Mr. 'Need hamn: You were right for once!

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I am glad to dis-
cover a disciple in the member for Perth
OMr. Keedham). At present I am not
concerned whether the Government takes
the step-possibly it is prepared to do so
-of imposing taxation to the extent it now
yields to the Oloverniuent of Western Aus-
tralia. I would only say that the proposal
represents the qicekest form of unification
known to me.

The Premier: And the most unfair form.

Hon. C. G. LAT HAM: Of course it is! I
cannot see Victoria agreeing to it very
readily, because there would be an increase
in Victorian taxation, and the proposal now
under consideration, if accepted, might ap-
pear to mean a slight decrease of taxation
in this State. However, there will not he
any decrease, hut probably an increase. I
admit that the war has to be paid for, and I
think the wonderful response to the Prime
2linisters- recent appeal for funds proves
that the Australian people are solidly behind
him.

Mr. Curtin asked for £85,000,000, and he
got no less than £48,000,000. I am prond,
as an Australian, of the response which was
given to the Primie Mfinister. It is an indi-
cation to the people who are trying to de-
prive us of our liberty that we are 100 per
cent. behind our political leaders. The Fed-
eral Government should be informed that it
has no right to deprive us of the authority
to determine the domestic future of our
State. I do not like to mention a member
of this Chamber who will he playing- into
the hands of the People that hold 'we can
finance our works and undertakings and
obligations by some other means than
those to which recourse is had at present.
If we say to our Premier that we are be-
hind him in his opposition to depriving
Western Australia of an important right,

he will probably feel that he is speaking
not only for his side of the House but also
for this side.

Doubtless much will be said about the
Government railways. I bave of course a
realisation that they are being taxed to-
day as they were never taxed before. Some
little time ago a Federal 'Minister for
Transport was appointed. He has divided
the system into two sections. I hope somne
arrangement will be made with the Com-
monwealth Government that in the event
of our being faced with a deficiency be-
cause of Federal control of our railway
system and rolling stock, that deficiency
will be made good to the State G4overnment.
Today wear and tear on our railways and
rolling stock is far greater than it has ever
been. I am wondering under what arrange-
ment our railways and rolling stock have
been taken over. I do not care if every
cengine wheel and every tool gets worn out
so long as Australia is successful in the
war. However, in the course of recovery
after the war wilt -we be required by the
Federal Government to meet the addi-
tional expenditure necessary in connection
with the Western Australian railway sys-
tem? To suggest such a question may in-
dicate a selfish attitude. This side of the
House might be forming the Government
when this takes place, but meantime we
are wholeheartedly behind the present Gov-
ernment in its resistance to taxation beingr
imposed on our people to meet the whole
of that additional railway expenditure in this;
State resulting from the war.

I fully realise that the licensing laws
controlling the sale of fermented and
spirituous liquors have been maintained in
a very satisfactory fashion, up to a cer-
tain stage. There are, however, some niem-
bers who feel that they have a responsi-
bility to see that the licensing laws are
maintained. The Government occupying
the Treasury Bench today is responsible
for the maintenance of law and order in
this country. The Opposition's duty is to
see that the Government keeps up to that
standard. When the Government feels that
it cannot discharge that responsibility, its
proper course is to tender its resignation
to the Governor and ask him to send for

smoeelse. I do not feel that it is our
duty to put up a policy from this side of
the Chamber which would meet the re-
quirements of the State. Parliament, in its
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wisdom, ha, extended the life of the pre-
sent (lovernmeat, saying, ''We are per-
fectly satisfid that you should control
the destinies of the State at least for an-
other 12 months.''

The 'Minister for Works: The life of
Parliament.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM1: Of this Govern-
mnut too. For that reason, Mlr. Speaker,
I made a statement in this House-and I
believe that I echoed the desire of all my
fellow-members at the time-that we would
render any assistance we could to the Gov-
ernment during that 12 months. I am very
pleased to say that more recently the Pre-
mlier and his Ministers have consulted both
the Leader of the -National Party and my-
self.

Mr. Cross: The big three!

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: No, there are
four.

The Premier: Sometimes five, and some-
times six.

Hon. C. G. LATHA-M: Yes. The Pre-
mier has informed us that if there is a
matter we wish to discuss the representative
Minister will be brought along. That has
been done and they have freely discussed
mtatters wvith us, and I hope that I do not
bestray any confidence in respect of the trust
they have reposed in us. We have been
more or less of mutual benefit and assist-
ance and I hope that will continue. At the
same time I want to point out that so far
as I am concerned the responsibility still
rests on the Government holding office, who
are the advisers of His 'Majesty. The re-
sponsibility does not devolve on either Mr.
McDonald or myself.

All we do is to go along and discuss mat-
ters, and we have no complaint to make of
the Government having said, "No, you are
wrong and we are not going to accept your
advice." Our thought is that by discussing
our problems, as all of us do here in our
saner moments, we may help our State
along. All the Government is concerned
about is that we should help it, not with its
policy, because it has never discussed policy
with us, hut by doing the best thing in the
quickest possible manner to help the State.
So long as I ala Leader of the Opposition
and the Government likes to call on Ime,
what little comnionsense I have been pro-
vided with or whatever knowledge I have
will be available to the Government or anyv
other Government, because my country has

the first call on me, and if I can serve ia
that way I feel that I shall be doing all
that I p)ossibly can.

The House will probably meet at the end
of July, and this may be the only oppor-
tunity I shall have of speaking at this ses-
sion. In July we will continue with our
ordinary business. Parliament must meet
because we are bound by the Constitution
to do certain things. I hope, however, that
in the comaing session we wAill not introduce
any kind of party politics into our discus-
sions. There will be quite enough to do. I
have a full understanding of the big job
Ministers are called upon to do today.

Even the Minister for the North-West,
whose duties in the ordinary way might be
regarded as being easy, today has a very
great responsibility in looking after a sec-
tion of our people who are equally as iso-
lated from this part of the State
as Western Australia is from the
Eastern States. He and the Govern-
ment are looking after those people as
wvell as they could possibly be looked after
by anyone. He has a fairly full-time job.
I can imagine those people in the North,
isolated as they are, and experiencing the
limitations of transport in such remote
areas. The Government has a big job and
has a right to call upon us at any time for
assistance. Whatever services wve can offer
wve will offer freely and willingly. In the
next few months wvhen the Philippines have
fallen, a great number of troops belonging
to our enemy will be released and they may
he used to our disadvantage. Whatever
effort is made, whether by the military auth-
orities, the Commonwealth Government or
the State Government, let us shoulder our
responsibilities as citizens of this State in
such a way that when it is all over, even
though we may fail, we shall he able to
say that we at least did a man's job.

THE MINISTER FOR LABOUR (Hon.
A. R. G. Hawke-Northam) [2.351: I pro-
pose to speak mainly about three matters:
the establishment of reserve foodstuffs in
country districts, industrial development,
and the establishment at Lake Campion of
the potash industry. At least 12 months
ago the job of building up reserve stocks
of essential commodities in country districts
was begun in Western Australia. A spe-
cial committee was appointed and given
authority to do that job under regulations
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issuted by the Commonwealth and endorsed
by the States. As time went onl these re-
serve stocks were sent to country areas. By
the time Japan came into the war the
majority of country centres were supplied
with stocks sufficient to carry them over an
emergency of approximately three months.
There were districts here and there where
stocks were not established. In sonic
of those instances the blame, to sonic extent,
might have been properly placeable onl the
committee, but I think that in the majority
of instances the blame lay with local store-
keepers and with other authorities who
failed to respond to the extent of sending
in the requisitions necessary to enable them
to rcei-e supplies. For quite a long time
storekeepers in sonic country districts
did not treat the matter at all seriously.
They felt that the need to build uip reserve
stocks was not sufficiently established, and
so they delayed for the time being lodging
with the committee the necessary requisi-
tions to obtain supplies.

When Japan came into the war and later
onl when parts of Australia were bombed,
those people quickly came into line, and
sent their requisitions through without fur-
ther delay, and every possible attempt was
made to meet their requirements. In more
recent weeks the problem of establishing
emergency supplies in the country has been
rendered difficult mainly beeause the people
of Western Australia have in the past
allowed themselves to be fed, in respect of
prepared foodstuffs, at any rate, by East-
emn Australia. The recent trend of events
in connection with the war has created diffi-
culty regarding the transport of prepared
foodstuffs and other goods from eastern Aus-
tralia to Western Australia. There is the
adlditional point that some factories in east-
ern Australia which have always produced
prepared foodstuffs have had to change over
to the production of other goods. There is
the other important factor that the demand
of the fighting forces, both Australian and
American, for prepared foodstuffs has in-
creased to an extraordinary degree over the
last three or four months.

All of these factors have had the effect
of interfering seriously with the flow of
prepared foodstuffs from eastern Australia
to this State. As a result the current sup-
ply of those goods to the public has been
upset. This applies not only to country
districts hut to the metropolitan area as

well. The effect of this situation in respect to
current supplies of goods to the peop~le, is
that the emergency stocks scheme is to some
extent imperilled, It stands to reason that
if current supplies of essential foodstuffs
are not available, storekeepers in some dis-
tricts, with or without permission of the
central authority, will draw upon their
itored emergency goods in order to supply
the current needs of the people in their par-
ticular districts. That has happened in
sonmc instances.

Mr. 'Doney: In order to meet the re-
quirements of refugees and evacuees in omie
cases.

The MINISTER FOR LABOUR: That
has happened in certain districts. The Gov-
erment soon realised that this situation was
sufficiently serious to warrant immediate
attention and decision. Fairly recently the
Government decided that the Emergency
Reserve Stocks Committee should have its
authority extended in order to he able in
future to organise not only emergency sup-
plies of foodstulffs to the people but their
current supplies as well. That means that
the committee will, from this time onward,
so long as the war continues, organise cur-
rent supplies to the fullest extent possible
for the civilian population, and continue of
course to see that emergency stocks arc
maintained throughout the country and also
in the metropolitan area. That is one step
taken by the Government recently for the
purpose of safeguarding the emergency sup-
plies in the first place, and for the other
important purpose of ensuring that the
greatest possible measure of current sup-
plies of foodstuffs shall also be made avail-
able to the civilian population.

The Commonwealth Government has set
up in this State a Foodstuffs Advisory Comn-
nmittee of which the 'Minister for Agriculture
is chairman, and he no douabt wvill explain to
members just what that committee has done
and what it proposes to do- All I desire
to say about it is that the chairman of the
Emergency Reserve Stocks Committee, Mr.
Smith, has been made a member of the Food-
stuffs Advisory Committee in order that he
may be in a position continually to advise
that committee of the work he is doing, and
mn order that he may be in possession of
up-to-date information of what is being
done by the Foodstuoffs Advisory Committee.

Another recent decision by the Govern-
maeat in this matter has been the appoint-
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ment of the Commonwealth officer who ini
this State organises. foodstuff supplies for
the Fightin gForces to the Emergency Re-
serve Foodstuffs Committee. I think it is
well known to most members that the de-
mand for foodstuffs by the Fighting Forces
has become so great in recent weeks as to
constitute a danger to the food supplies
wiade available to the civilian population,

Mr. Styants: Is that why the rat ioning
has been cut down 10 per cent. ?

The 3U1NISTER FOR LABOUR: We
have appointed the Commonwealth officer in
charge of the organising of food supplies to
the Fighting Forces to be a member of the
emergency reserve stock committee. These
three decisions should have thle effect of
co-ordinating to the fullest possible extent
the work of the different authorities operat-
ing in the fields of food production anti dis-
tribution in Western Australia, and ensure
a much better and fairer distribution of
these essential commodities in the fuiture.

The Leader of the Opposition mentioned
that the organising of charcoal supplies had
recently been transferred to the Department
of Emergency Road Transport. The uitili-
sation officer of the Forests Department and
the Director of Industrial Development art'
two officers who are to act in an advisory
capacity to this Emergency Road Trans-
port Committee in connec'tion with the
problem. Members may have heard recently
that there is an acute and widespread short-
age of charcoal in thle State. Mainy of the
statements are exaggerated, but as thley pass
from mouth to mouth they become even more
exagge rated. When persons seeking- char-
coal and being unable to obtain it have made
contact with thle Department of Industil
Development we have always1 been able to
get supplies for them. A few days ago a
doctor rang uip the department. He used
a lot of bad language and explained that
he had tried to get charcoal without stic-
cess. We asked him where he bad made his
inquiries and we found that he bad made
only one and had failed in his quest. We
iquickly had inquiries made in other direc-
tionsr. We asked him how mnch charcoal
he wanted, and I think he exaggerated about
500 per cent. thinking we would not get
as much as he asked for. We were, however,
Able to tell him we could obtain the full
qullantity he said hie wanted.

Mfr. Seward: He applied to the right
quarter.

The M1INISTER FOR LABOUR: Yes.
When a man requires charcoal and makes
inquiries at one or two places and finds
it is not available, he immediately jumps to
the conclusion that there is no eharcoal to
be had anywhere. He makes a great fuss
about it and blamies this person and that
person because no charcal is forthcoming
when he inquires at a certain place for it.
I suggest to memibers that if they comne across
shortages in respect to charcoal suppliesp
thev- should maike contact either with thle
Emergency Road Transliwrt Committee or
the Department of Industrial Development.
I feel sure if they do that the olbeinla conl-
terned will lie able to aplprise them) qickly
-is to whether charcoal suplplies eallmit beb-
tamned. Steps have been taken ret~ently to
anument supplies, because we know that as
timel( goes onl an incereasinig use will be made
Of gas-prod[]ein- untits. There scems no
doublt that this type of powver generation
will have to be used far more extensively
in the future than has been the ease hitherto.

We aire anxious, not only that sufficient
sum]plies should be available to mieet the
existing demland, but that if possible the
supply shouild be greater than the demand
with a view to building up stocks so that
they cani be available to meet the greater
demand that is sure to arise in thle nlear
future. A little time ago we made contact
with the local sawmills. Practically every
sarmuill burned upt a tremendous quantity
of waste timber every month. We felt that
that timber should not be burnt bat should
be put to use or turned into seine value at
this time. It should be coiverted into char-
coal for use in gas producing units. We
decided first of all to try out thle idea with
the State Saivmillsq in order that they might
he given the opportunity' to lead the way.
They adopted the idea with enthusiasm, and
the State Sawmills ait Pemberton are now
producing eia neal, and will go onl doing so
iii increasing quantities. The private saw-
mills have either made arrangements, or
planned to make them, to enable their waste
timber to be turned into charcoal instead of
belug allowed to go uip in smoke.

I think it was explained to members when
the Estimates were before the Rouse last
year that the Government was assisting in
the development of the industry for the pro-
dimetion of charcoal in briquette form in the
Dwcllingnp-Pinjarra district. We had
hoped that charcoal briquettes would be
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available a t about this time. They
art, however, not yet available owing to the
fact that certain essential machinery which
could not be manufactured in this State had
to be ordered froml a Victorian factory.
That factory was engaged in what was re-
garded by the Commonwealth Government
a,, more important war work than was con-
stituted by the production of this machinery,
arid so the machinery required for direct
war work was given higher priority and had
to be manufactured by the firm concerned.
It is now engaged in the manufacture of the
machinery required for the turning out of
charcoal briquettes in this State, and arrange-
ments have been made for the machinery to
be transported to Western Australia as soon
as it is available. It seems, certain that char-
coal in this form, which is a more acceptable
form to motorists, wvill soon be available for
sale in Western Australia.

The possibility of establishing the iron and
steel industry in this State has not been
overlooked. Constant attention is being given
to the proposal. Full information in con-
nection -with ores;, fuels and fluxes suitable
for the production of iron and steel has been
collected and brought under the notice of
firmis in Australia,' Great Britain, and
America in the hope that one or other of
those contacted may be interested in the im-
portant task of establishing the iron and
steel industry in this State. One of the Lon-
(ion firmls contacted has shown considerable
interest. It has obtained a quantity of
Western Australian jarrah and is now carry-
ing out experiments in connection with that
timber for the production of charcoal. If it
succeeds in producing the graded charcoal
required-and it is considered there is no
doubt iipon that point-the firm will carry
out certain experiments concerning the smelt-
ing of iron by the charcoal process. If it is
then satisified with what has been done it
plans to send engineers to Western Australia
so that the proposal to establish the indus-
try here may be discussed on the spot, and
every phase of it investigated in a complete
mannler.

Mr. North: Including aluminium?
The M1NTSTER FOR LABOUR: I will

have something to say about that later. I
do not propose to go into detail concerning
the progress which has been made in con-
nection with the canning industry in Western
Australia in recent months. The Minister
for Agriculture may have some details to
place before the House concerning that

matter. It appears that the war is giving
Western Australia the opportunity to estab-
lish an industry which we would have had
the opportunity to establish in peace time if
the people of the State had not been so
content with the foodstuffs supplied from
Eastern Australia. We often ask why it
is that this and that industry has not been
established in this State. In the majority of
instances we are brought face to face with
the fact that the people of Western Aus-
tralia are not very much concerned about
where thle goods they buy come from so long
as the goods they buy are satisfactory in
respect to price and quality. By compulsion,
however, our people--we are all included] in
that-are now having to take goods made in
Western Australia, and I am sure are find-
ing them both in respect to quality and price
equal to the goods which formerly came fromn
the Eastern States.

Mr. Berry: And they improve as the con-
sumption increases

The MINISTER FOR LABOUR: If we
can during the war period establish the can-
ning industry on a solid basis, there is no
reason why after the war the industry should
not be retained as an important part of our
industrial structure. If that can he done,
it will not only by an important adjunct to
Western Australia's industries, but will
also be of great assistance to many primary
producers in this State because they will
have a better outlet for the goods they pro-
duee and wish to sell.

I now desire to indicate to members the
range of war materials being manufactured
in this State. There is an unfortunate ten-
dency in the community to spread the idea
that nothing worth while in the way of wvar
materials is being manufactured in Western
Australia. I find that those who talk most
freely about anything in the way of war
materials being manufactured in this State
are those who know absolutely nothing about
the matter, and what is worse they appear to
show no real desire to know anything about
it. They -seem to he much happier in the
right they have to criticise and condemn
than they would be to spread the truth about
what the workers and the factories of West-
ern Australia have done in the production
of war materials. It is perhaps a
strange feature of the Australian make-
up that each one of us prefers perhaps
to pat the hoots in rathe-r than 'do
what we can in a constructive way.
The factories, facto-ry managements and

1; K 0
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workers of Western Australia are entitled
to great credit for the pairt which they
have played in the manufacture of war
materials (luring the past two years.

It mui3t lie remembered that Western
Australia is not industrialised to any
great extent. We are all awvare that our
factories and workshops in the past have
had to face all kinds of difficulties, in-
eluding perhaps the greatest difficulty of
all, monopoly competition from the Eastern
States. Nevertheless, many of them have
survived and have been able to carry on sue-
cessfually in competition with the highly in-
dustrialised factories of Eastern Australia.
Among a great variety and quantity of war
materials being manufactured in Western
Australia are the following:-

Steering engines.
Main engines.
Boilers.
'Propellers rind parts for naval vessels.
Practice shot for Navy and Army.
'Depth charge carriers.
Firing platforms.
Lathes for the small shell annexe and

heavy blacksmith work, such as anchors and
large forgiags.

tfilcablo cast iron Bren gun carrier links.
Marine winches,
Gun parts.
Urgent repairs to naval and other vessels.
Large toggle presses.
Drilling machines.
Marine engines of 1,000 h.p. f-or equip-

ping naval vessels.
Gears and parts for cargo vessels.
Electric cranes and gantries.
Heat treatment plants for steel purposes.
Machine tools.
Stern tubes,
Valves and other sections of machinery for

naval and cargo vessels.
Cordite extrusion presses for nmmunition

factories.
Steel castings f or bran gun carriers and

frames and engines for naval and mercantile
vessels.

Explosive presses and winches.
Heavy work in connection with the manit-

facture Of rollinlg Mill presses and winches.
Artillery stores.
Plar machinery.
Boot heel tips.
Sea markers.
Hospital equipment.
Parts for pontoons and full bridging trains

and c-arrier spares.
Bridge work.
.Storage traks.
Buoys for naval booms.
Precision instruments, ineludinf elinometerb

and fine measuring instruments for various
types of artillery and trench mortars.

Precision sighting equipment for big guns.
Lathe tool holders.

That is a list, but by no means a coml-
plete one, of what hins been and is being
done in the factories and workshops of this
State. It is hoped that on Friday of this
wveek members of both Houses will have
an opportunity to inspect some of the more
important factories and workshops where
some of this work is being execut-
ed. I amn suire that those mnem-
hors who can find it convenient
to make the inspections will he pleasantly
surprised to learn Of the Volume Of work
that is being done, its imlportance and in
some instances the great degree of skill.
shown in the manufacture of the articles in
question. One or two factories in Western
Australia have taken on new types of manu-
facture that firms in Eastern Australia re-
fuised to undertake.

The Commonwealth department concerned
tried hard to place the orders in the Eastern
States, but no firm there was prepared to
accept them because it doubted its ability to
carry thenm through safely. Finially, a
Wvestern Australian firm was 'approached and
it agreed, provided some skilled mn were
made available to it, In take the contract.
The Commonwealth department agreed to
transfer some skilled workers from Eastern
Australia to Perth. Thme contract was
accepted and is being- successfully carried
out by the firm i question. Those members
who can make the inspections on Friday will
have an opportunity* to witness the work
being done by this particular firm and I am
sure it will be an eye-opener to them.

It is not my desire, nor is it the desire
of the Government, that any member should
feel we are doing everything possible in
Western Australia to manufacture wvar
materials. We are not yet doing so by a
long way.

Mr. Sampson: Hear, hear!

The MINISTER FOR LABOUR: Many
of our smaller workshops, such as motor
garages, should do more than they have yet
had the opportunity to do; but that is a
matter of organisaition which must he
tackled. We hope beneficial results will flow
from such organisation very soon. I ask
members not to aceplt any stteen that
may be made to thenm regarding what is
alleged to be the absolute failure of Western
Australia to manufacture any war materials.
I wish members to ceeck up, as far as it is
possible for them to rio, the volume of war
materials being anufactured in Western
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Australia at present and what has already
been manufactured. If at any time they
desire information from the Department of
Industrial Development, that information
will be freely given to them. I realise that
the best way to get a correct and lasting
impression of what Western Australia is
doing in the field of industrial production
and the manufacture of war materials, is for
members to see with their own eyes what is
being done. To further that desire, there
is to be, as, I have already mentioned, a
series of inspections made onl Friday nextt
I hope that as many members of this House
and of another place as possible will make
those inspections, because it will be a great
education to most of them.

Hon. C. 0. Latham: Will you make an
announcement as to the time?

The 'MINISTER FOR LABOUR: Yes,
the time and other particulars will be made
available tomorrow morning.

I conmc now to the only other matter upon
which I propose to touch. It covers the
establishment of a potash industry at Lake
Camnpion. Members will know that for at
least two years the Government and private
interests have been putting forward an ex-
ceptionally strong effort to exploit the huge
deposits of alunite known to exist in the
Lake Campion. district. This matter -was
first brought prominently) tinder the notice
of the Government as being one that was
within the bounds of practicality by two
brothers named -Martin. These two brothers
worked together for a long period oil the
task of trying to evolve processes that could
be successfully operated to extract potash
fromn alunite. They devoted the whole of
their time to this task, dlay and night, for
several months. Finally a syndicate was
formedl, these two brothers being important
members of it.

All the members of the syndicate were so
satisfied with the treatment processes -which
had been developed on a small scale flint
they decided to approach the Governmenit
for assistance. The Glovernment was so con-
vinced with the information that had been
made available that it decided to have a pilot
plant built in the State to test in the most
scientific. way, possible the processes which
had been developed- The pilot plant was
installed at the U'niversity anid operated there
under the supervision of Professor Bayliss-
Many other persons,, including Government
officers, were associated with the tests ear-

ried out at the University. It was tinally
proved that the treatment processes evolved
by the Martin Bros. could, with certain
alterations, be successfully operated onl a
commercial scale for the production of
potash at Lake Campion. We thereupon
brought the matter uinder the notice of the
Commonwealth Government, because we
knew that not only could potash be extracted
from the alunite, but we had also an idea
that alumina could he extracted from the
potash residue and that alumina was urgently
required in Australia for the manufacture of
aluminium, from which, of course, aircraft
could be made in Australia.

Stepq were taken to develop the industry.
The syndicate to which I have referred set
about to form a company in order that the
industry might be established. The first idea
was to form a company with a capital of
£:400,009, of which £150,000 was to he raised
immnediately. The State Government and the
Commonwealth Government were both ap-
proached to make available £00,000 of the
£150,000, in order that the industry might
be established as quickly as possible. Whilst
these negotiations were proceeding, certain
factors were revealed which made the pro-
posal one that could not he endorsed, and
therefore alternatives were sou~ght. Finally,
as a result of other tests and experiments, it
was believed that the iiiditry could be
developed wvith a capital outlay in the first
instance of £120,000. That plant, it was
thought, would be capable of producing one-
third of Australia's potash requirements
each year. It was considered wiser to de-
velop the industry in that step-by-step
way, as ag-ainst rushing in with a very large
sumi of money and trying in the first rear
to produce sufficient potash to supply the
whole of Australia's requirements. There-
fore, it was finally decided that a sum
of £120,000 should be raised to instal the
first compilete unit to produce cite-third ol
the potash requirements of Australia.

Negotiations continued onl that basis, the
idea being that the syndicate should pro-
vide £35,000) and the State and Common-
wealth Governments together should make
available £75,000. Japan then came into th(
wvar, and was soon through Malaya. The mosi
financial niemiber of the syndicate had the
greatest proportion of his mon01ey invested
in Mfalaya. He endeavoured to get a deal
through quickly s-o as, to enable him tc
transfer thme value of his M1alayain interest5
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to this State. Before the negotiations
could be completed and the deal finalised,
all that individual's interests had been
token from hint by the Japanese, and so
the financial strength of the syndicate was
r eatly weakened. Finally an announce-

ment -was made public by the Common-
wealth Minister for 'Munitions, Mr. Makin,
iii which statement he declared that the
Commonwealth (Governmgent had had a
plant prepared to establish the aluminium
manufacturing industry iii Australia at an
estimated east of X1,500,000. As soon as
the members of the State Gjovernmnent read
that declaration, they realised that cer-
taun monopolistic interests ini eastern Aus-
tralia had taken steps to wreck utterly any
possibility of the deposits at Lake Cam-
pion ever being developed for the produc-
tion of potash and alumina.

Mr Boyle: It is a world-wide monopoly.

The MKIMSTER FOR LABOUR: The
Government decied to send a delegation
to Canberra to interview the Common-
wealth Ministers concerned in order that
they should have the utmnost possible in-
formation regarding the Laler Campion
proposalsi. The delegation interviewed the
Conunonwvealth Minister for Supply and
Development (3Mr. Beasley) and placed be-
fore himi the complete ease covering the
Lake Canmpion proposals. We established
in his mind a very gr-ave doubt as to
whether the plan that had been prepared
for the Commonwealth Governient to ex-
tract alumina front Eastern States bauxite
for the manufacture of aluminium was the
best possible plan that could lie developed
in Australia for that purpose. So grave
were the doubts, in his mind that he agreed
at the time and on the spot, to have the
Lake Campion alunite, and the Eastern
States bauxite submitted to scientific
tests by the appropriate officers of the
Commonwealth Council for Scientific and
Industrial Research in an endeavour to
prove whether it would be more economi-
cal, quicker and better to endeavour to ex-
tract alsunina from Eastern States bauxite
or from the potash residues from Lake
Canmpion.

These tests are well under way, and this
State's technical advisers are confident
that the tests will prove that it would be
best from almost every point of view to
extract aluimina from the potash residues
from Lake Camnpion rather than to extract

it front EasternL States' bauxite. During-
our dliscu~ssion with Mr. Beasley and sub-
scquentlv with the Prime -Minister (MNr-
C'urtin), the Commonwealth M1inister for
Munitions, the Commonwealth Treasurer
and other Federal Ministers, it was agreed
that Western Australia should go ahead
without delay to develop her potash in-
dustry. They assured us that the State
(loverment would be given all the neces-
sary authority and all the assistance pos-
sible so that the industry could be estab-
lished as quickly as it could he. The Cant-
monwealth Ministers have lived up to that
promise and have given the State the
highest possible priorities in connection
with the manufaeture of plant and equip-
ment that will be required at Lake Camn-
piomi to extract potash from. the alunite
ore. Steps have already been taken at
Lake Camnpion to establish the industry.
Much preliminary work has been carriedl
out. Orders have been placed for plant
and equipment in all parts of Australia, as
mutch as possible being ordered fronm fac-
tories and workshops in Western Australia
itself.

As I sug-gested earlier in my remarks,
the syndicate interested in this proposal,
front about two years ago, found itself
in all kinds of dillculties, as a result of
which it was not able to co-operate with
the Government for the purpose of es~tab-
lishing- and operatig the industry. The
result was that the Governmient finally de-
cided that the industry would have to be
developed b ,y the State itself if it was to be
established as quickly as was desired. The
Government did not hesitate when it rond
itself in that position. After necessary
consultations with the Commnonwealth
authorities the State obtained from them
the assurance that the industry was vital
in the national interests and that not one
minute should be lost in establishiug it in
Order that potash should be available for
industries requiring it and that the potash
residues should be available for the extrac-
tion of aluimina.

In the event of the tests showinir that
alumina should be extracted from the resi-
dues; at Lake Campion as against Eastern
States bauxite, the Government has g&one
ahead with the work. The industry is being
established, and it is estimated that within
a period of seven niontlis potash will be
produced in Western Australia at a rate
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sufficient to supply one-tbird of the nation's
-requirements. When that section of the in-
duskry is safely established, the Government
will then give eonsideration to the advisa-
bility of increasing the plant and equipment
to an extent sufficient to enable the whole
of Australia's potash requirements to be pro-
duced in Western Australia.

Mr. Patrick: Will it be produced at a
reasonable price?

The MI1NISTER FOR LABOUR: Yes'
Potash frm Lake Campion will be produced
at a price lower than that at which the
,Commodity was last imported, and not very
much above the price of pre-war importai-
tions.

Mr. Stubbsq: Will it be of the same qual-
ity?7

The MINISTER FOR LABOUR: It will
he of better (quality. When the cotnplete
plant is installed at Lake Campion, to pro-
vide for the whole of Australia's require-
meats, the cost of production wvill, of cours e,
be greatly reduced. At that stage the selling
price will be correspondingly lower, because
it stands to reason that if we are producingw
1,000 tons a year and the plant is increased
to enable 3,000 tons to be placed on the
market, the increased production will enable
costs to be reduced. The Government pro-
poses to pas on the benefits of the reduced
cost of production to the purchasers of the
commodity.

Mr. Doney: What about the extent of the
deposits?~

The MINISTER FOR LABOUR: The
Government Analyst and MAineralogist, Mr.
Rowley,' reports that it has been reliably
proved there arc at least 16,000,000 tons of
alunite ore iii the one deposit at Lake
Campion. It has been further estimated
that the 16,000,000 tons will provide enough
potash to mneet Australian requirements for
the next hundred years. In addition, there
is the fact that this refers to the one de-
porsit, which is by no means the only deposit
of alunite in that area, as the member for
Avon (Mr. Boyle) will no doubt appreciate.
Here , however, is something that has aetually'
been done. i. am sure the information wi;l
be appreciated by the House because I have
been able to give an account of something
that has been achieved despite the very
clever, powerful opposition of the bauxite
interests in the Eastern States.

Mr, Boyl ve: You did not know what you
were up agrainst-

The -MINISTER FOR LABOIUR: Ther,!
is no doubt that those interests had planned
thoroughly well so as to be ready to secure
approval from the Commonwealth Govern.
ment for the production of alumina from
bauxite. lam inclined to think from my own
knowledge that they would hove run the
Commonwealth Government into soime grave
difficulties if that plan had been adhered 0n.

Air. McDonald: Will this undertaking come
under the provisions of the State Trading
Concerns Aet

The MINTSTER FOR LABOITHR I am
coming to that point.

Mr. Mfarshall: If it does, we Nv ill not go
on with its development.

The MIINISTER FOR LABOUR: Front
the information we have been able to obtain
and from the knowledge we possess, it ap-
pears to the Government and its technical
officers that the plan prepared by the baux-
ite interests in the Eastern States might,
with a good deal of luck, have worked out
successfully at the finish, but not at a cost
of £1,500,00 as estimated in the scheme, hut
of something more like £C5,000,000-if our in-
formation is reliable, as I think it is. The
production of potash at Lake Campion
represents an industry that ii being estab-
lished. If we can establish that industry,
the assistance to 'Western Australia will be
very considerable because the potash indus-
try, when fully developed, will have a capi-
talisation of approximately £(240,000. If we
can have the alumina industry established
on top of the potash industry, there will be
an additional amount of capital roprecnt-
ing between £150,000 and £200,000.

Mr. Boyle: And there are 21 by-products.
The INISTER FOR LA-BOUR: If we

can go further and turn out the finished
aluminium, product, we shall have an in-
dustry in which there will be invested at
least £2,000,000.

'Mr. Abbott: You hare no chance of that
with the price of coal.

Tihe M,%TNISTER OF LABOUR: This
makes a total investment value of
the industry at Lake Campion of
anything up to £2,000,000. I an not
saying that we shall have £2,000,000
worth of industry established at Lake Cam-
pion or in this State as, a result of this de-
velopment, but I am saying that we will
have a potash industry within two or three
years with a capitalised value of £200,000.

'Mr. Styants: Will it be nationally or
privately ownedf
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The MINISTER FOR LABOUR: It
will be of great benefit to the war effort,
and to Western Australia as well as a
wrreat help to other States of the Common-
wealth.

Mr. Raphael: Will it be nationally or pri-
vately owned?

The MINISTER FOR LABOUR: I
answered that question earlier. I pointed
out that the members of the private syndi-
cate had met unseen and crushing financing
difficulties, and as a result were not able
to proceed in co-operation with the Govern-
ment with the development of the industry.
Consequently they have 110 option but to
fall out. It can be said to their credit that
when they found they were in difficulties
they did everything in their power to help
the Government to establish a situation in
which the industry could be commenced
without one second's unnecessary delay.

In a letter addressed to the Government,
they agreed to hand over the whole of their
legal rights so that the Government could
pursue the task of developing the industry
without any delays or hindrances. In addi-
tion they handed over what ethical rights
they had-and they had some and still have
some-and have agreed that the industry is
of such vital importance that they are pre-
pared to stand out of any or all of their
rights for at least the duration of the wvar
and a year thereafter in order that the in-
dustry may be developed as rapidly and
successfully as possible.

MNr. Styants:- We develop the industry
and then hand it over to private industry.

The MINISTER FOR LABOUR: We
shall establish the industry, and] whether
anyone hands it over in three or four years'
time will be the responsibility of whoever
is in charge of the country at that ti-me. I
am inclined to think tlint the industry will
remain sutliciently important from at
national point of view, particularly if the
aluminium. industry is built on it, to jus-
tify its remaining to a large extent at any
rate a nationally owned or nationally
directed industry. The Government has been
very careful at every stage to watch the
interests of the State and the greater in-
terests of the nation as a whole. Later this
year, when Parliament is in what might be
regarded as the normal session, a special
Bill will be introduced to obtain from Par-
liament a ratification of what has been done
in connection with the industry.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: Will there he any
expenditure in the meantime?

The MIINISTER FOR LABOUR: Yes,
there has been expenditure already and there
will have to be considerable expenditure in
order that the industry may not be held up
any'longer. Already it has been held up too
long.. The industry shouldd have heen de-
veloped probably a year or two years ago,
but as I pointed out earlier, the State Gov-
ernment, in its fight to establish this indus-
try, has had to struggle against the very
pow erful interests of certain monopoly con-
cerns in Eastern Australia that did not
want Lake Campion developed at any price.

Hon. V. D. Johnson: You want to be
careful that you do not create a monopoly
in this conatry.

The 'MINISTER FOR LABOUR: The
Eastern States wan ted to develop their
bauxite deposits. If they had been success-
ful in doing so, there would have been no
Lake Canmpion industry this year or in any
other year. If the member for Guildford-
Midland (Hon. W. D. Johnson) had been
here during, the time I was explaining the
matter, he would know that no Eastern
States interest of any kind has the slightest
relationship with the industry as it is being
developed here.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: I wish tbat ap-
plied to all cases. Then we would get a
fairer deal.

'The MINISTER FOR LABOUR: I am
dealing with only one case at the moment,
and an, explaining as briefly as possible just
what the Government has had to face in
reaching the stage that has been reached.

Mr. Warner: The Government has made
a good job of it, too.
The INIS T ER FOR LABOUR: In

order that there may he no doubt at all
as to the right and power of the State Gov-
ermnent to do what it has done and what
it proposes to do and what must be done,
we intend to ask the Common wealth to
cover legally what has been done and is
to he done until such time as the normal
session of this Parliament occurs later in
the year. When that sessiion opens, a Bill
will be introduced setting out the proposals
in detail and giving tlie members of this
House and another place full opportunity
to discuss the whole inatter and ratiff
what has been done for the establishment
of this very important industry; and I
have no doubt of the attitude members
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will take. If there is any other infer-
niation regarding the matter that members
desire, I shall be pleased if they will make
mention of it in their speeches and the
Premier, when replying to this debate will
be happy to make available the utmost in-
formation.

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon. F. J,
S. Wise--Gaseoyne) [3.383: 1 intend to
adopt the attitude,.in common with speakers
on this side of the House who have already
addres5sed themselves to the motion, of
being as informative as possible onl the
many matters taken tip by the departments
uinder my control since the House pre-
viously met, and also to give as clear an
indication as possible of the trend of
events and the altered responsibilities that
the -war has brought about. Firstly I
should like to mnake brief reference to the
very serious position confronting and af-
fecting us, which, in the mind of every
citizen, must transcend all other matters.
As a Government we have been gravely
-concerned for our people who arc nearest
to the enemy. We have been very con-
scious of tile distinct threat through West-
ern Australia to the whole of the Corn-
nmonwealth hy any enemy acntion to the
north of our capital.

The movement of the .Japanese south-
wards, which has brought the enemy nearer
than any enemy actively engaged in this
country, has previously been, has also given
thle -Japanese commiand of some of the
richest spoils. It can be safely said that
Java, of itself, represents, particularly on
an acreage basis, the richest of the spoil,
and has presented the enemy, with Ma-
laya, the control of the greatest part of
the world's production of tin, an inportant
part of its production of rubber and al-
inost all the oil within reasonable distance
of this country.

The Premier:- And iron, tool
The "MINISTER FR LANDS: Iron,

too, as the Premier reminds me, is now in
the hands of Japan to the extent of per-
tiaps half a million tons per annum. from
the iron resources of 'Malaya. Conscious-
-ness of that fact makes us realise daily
just how enormous is the task confront-
ing us: net merely to defend our country
but &lo to prevent as quickly as possible
the utilisation of those resources by the
enemy. It is unfortunate that very many

people in Australia still are finding ex-
eases-but they cannot find reasons--for
denying this country a maximum of war
effort. I repeat that we have been very
conscious of the vulnerability of the areas
to the north of this city. Although many
steps have been taken in anl endeavour ul-
tiniately to thwart the enemy in those
regions, there is still mnuch to be done. There
is so much to be done, that very few people
far removed from that territory are- con-
scious of the exposure the present residents
sic facing.

We have a great responsibility in con-
nection with foodistuffs; to protect the morale
of those people who .havc chosen to remain
in spite of the throat they personally have
Over them. It has been a very difficult
mnatter not mnerely to provide foodstuffs and
general necessities but also to plan anything
that is reasonable in the way of defences for
that very vulnerable part of this continent.
While it is far f rom my desire to make any
eommnent that would be of value to the enemyv,
there is much to be done not only in the in-
terests of this part of Australia hut also
in the interests of the whole of the Common-
wealth in the matter of the defenices of this
State. We feel, as was expressed by the
Premier, that we have a direct responsi-
bilitv to the citizens Of this State, where-
ever they may be placed. If there is a threat
to their citizeniship by the intervention of

anenemy, the Government is definite in its
viewpoint that those citizens shall be pro-
teteted as- adequately as circumstances will
permifit.

If, during the course of nay remarks on
certain production I give any suggestion of
numbers or disposition of forces iii this
State, I hope it will be given as guardedly
as it canl be made and also will be respected
byv those wrho comment onl my remarks. One
of the iinpo'tant things: desired by our
military authorities is that there shall be nio
suggestion afforded the enemy of the troops,
or their dispositions, in this country, nor
the strength of our armaments and how our
anticipations may lead us better to equip
aind arm those who are still to be armed.
I am aware that niemubers share with the
Government the gravest concern not only
for our own forces, but for the other forces
now in Australia who are to help us to fight
the battle of Australia. I cannot bring my-
self to believe, 11r. Speaker, that "It cannot
happen to us." I rather take the reverse view
and think that there is no action of ours,
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no activity, no energy that we can display
which will be unwarranted in the defence of
this State and, through this State, the defenc
of Australia.

It was my privilege, as hon. members are
aware, to have an audience with General
Sturdee regarding many important aspectsi
of the defence of this State; and it is ex-
tremely pleasing to me to think, without any
criticism of General Bennett's predecessors,
that he is a man who has expressed himself
as anxious to be on the offensive rather than
on the defensive. Although there is at the
moment a lull in the movement towardQ
Australia, let us not think, because the
enemy's attention has been directed west-
ward by the spoils of Burma and India, in
addition to those which hie has already taken,
and that through those countries there IS
to lhe a link directly with our major foe,
Grermany, that therefore we are free from
invasion. There is still the all-important
point to remember, that until we render our-
selves able to face the foe from the North,
hie is, with the tremendous assets which he
has acquired from our Mllies, the greates~t
threat this nation has ever been confronted
with.

It is well worth while, from a geographical
standpoint, to look at a map of the coun-
tries to the north of its- It will then be
readily seen that Java is nearer to us than
is Java to Burma. If we take the Celebes
as a central point, and consider, as was
pointed out by the Leader of the Opposi-
tion this morning, that resistance is failing
in the Philippines-and that is a very im-
portant matter to this country-I repeat
that something very much worse may hap-
pen to the citizens of this State. Notwith-
standing~ that the war and the thoughts of
it transcend everything else, there are nmny
activities in which all of us can be engaged
if we will contemplate just in which direc-
tion our duty lies, and place upon ourselves,
and not on others the responsibility of find-
ing the task we are best suited to. The war
has broughit to this State a great change in
the duties attaching to many of the Govern-
ment departments.

Because in the past the Lands Depart-
ment was known as the Lands and Imami-
gration Department, it accepted the re-
sponsibility for all the migrants to this
State since the war began. The migration
began with the little children from England
who arrived here well over a year ago. All
members have heard something of the way
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in which those children were handled in this
and the other States. Much more recently,
as a matter of fact since Boxing Day, many
thousands of people have arrived in this
State from oversee; the exact number I do
not intend to state. People who have been
bombed out of the countries which they left
and some of whom have been machine
gunned, have, with their little children, ar-
rived here after having heen in close con-
tact with the enemy while escaping from
Penang, Ipoh, and parts of Thailand. Others
have come to us from Borneo; and until
today these people have been coming here
by different routes from the scenes of war
in the Far East. Some of them have come
more recently via Colombo; they have
availed themselves of shipping, wherever it
was going from the scene of the war. We
have hundreds oP wives of men in various
spheres of activity in Malaya, Java and
other places, and some of these women know
not where their husbands are. Some of
them have lost members of their families.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Two children went
to the Eastern States recently without either
father or mother.

The MIN'ISTER FOR LANDS : Some
of the experiences of these people must
surely make us hope that the terrors
through which they have passed will miot
lie thme lot of our own folk. Because of cen-
sorship restrict ions, the receptioni of these
evacuees has received but little publicity. I
can assure membhers, however, that it was
an undertaking of considerable magnitude.
On one or two occasions 'we had to meet
hundreds of people without knowledge of
their sex, age or standing-, or whether or not
they had money. The first we learnt of them
was when the boat was off Gage Roads.

in the reception of these thousands of
lpeople, no matter how efficient was the Gov-
ernment's organ isation, great difficulties
would have been experienced were it not
for thme '.temendous help given by many
organisations. The Red Cross Society con-
tributed wonderfully, as did the Y.M.C.A.,
the Blind and Deaf and Dumb Institutes,
Toe H, and all denominations-almost every
church rendered help of some sort. D~e-
nominational schools were handed over to
its and their dormitories made available at
short notice. The Women's Immigration
Auxiliary Council contributed remarkably,
as did such clubs as the Rotary Club and
institutions behind the Toe Hi. They proved
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of wonderful assistance in successfully
placing the evaceuees. There was remark-
able co-operation between all sections that
assisted; transport arrangements were car-
ried out without a hitch, while the Church
of England gave us for our sole use during
that period the Burt 'Memorial Hall.

In fact, it is difficult to single out any
organisation for special praise, but it is
necessary for us all to realise how quickly
a cross-section of the Australian comm unity
rushed to the. assistance of those homeless
and in many instances penniless people.
Somte of them with no clothing at all,
nothing but what they stood up in! no
money: no contact with their relatives; no
facilities for cabling; no knowledge of
where the next monley was to come front.
All those thiiigs have been handled with
dispatch; and it is very worthy of niote
that letters otf appreciation, even from
sonc relatives abroad, have come to us for
our treatment, on Western Australia's he-
halt', of these unfortunate people.

'fhere are other sections; of the Lands
Department which have been seriously af-
feeted by war circumstances, One branch
of the department is almost solely devoted

todi-work of military imorace
ami advised byaliportant officer in mnili-
tarv service that it would not be a good
thing for sonic of the activities of the
Lands Department in the war effort;, but
at least 50 officers are engaged with Comn-
inonwealib mnilitary officers in doing -work
in this State. and in other States, of a
highly technical nature. These wen have
ini the past rendered, and are continuing
to render, Kervie which will be of great
importance to our armies, should an in-
v-asion occur here.

I assume that I shall be expected to talk
much. of such subjects as, wheat, pork, but-
ter and foodstuffs generally; and I initend
to quote a considerable number of fig-trcs
hearing on soine of those subjects. One
of the greatest difficulties that have con-
fronted us is the availabilty of manpower
in every rural industry. Some of these in-
dustries hare been very seriously affected
hy enlistments, and] certain districts which
produce ionie of the commodities needed,
and urgently needed, by the armies hare
been almost depleted of their manpower.
On the one hand, because of army needs
we are expected to produce terrifically in-
erentsei quantities of certain commodities;

and at the same time the army itbelt hasa
taken the men who are the main source of
that production. Thos;e thing-, have broug-ht
to uts mnany se1rious problems, and although
the niilitaryv authorities have been readyv to
listen and to release manpower wherever.
urgently needed, there are inany dirlicul-
tiv4 to N, overcome in that direction. Men
become scattered in camips, and arc not
available where required to pursuie those
industries and to Make available, commno-
dities which arc most urgently needed as
foodstuffs.

Throug-hout the whole of the branaches of
the Agricultural Department the reqluire-
iuclits for nrilitar -v needs have been highly
varied. The work of the department, in
conlseqluence, lis materiallIy changed.
Veryv umnv branches which have been
Umidertaki ng important research aerivitiey
have beemi shifted from one sort of work
to another sort. CePrtainl research wiork has
had to cease altogether, and other forms of
it have had to be intensified. The replace-
nient of materials, or the use of other suit-
able materials, in the wayv of fertilisers,
the endeavour to replace certain sorts of
spraying materials which arc ighly in-
portant inl the control of pests, arc amiong
those difficulties. In mnany ways the ic-
searchl activities of the department with
the officers remaining, have suff ered
severely' fromt enlistment. 0 fflcers hiave
had to be shifted from one type of in-
{(uiry to another. 'But all the work now
engaged upon in that connection has ai dis-
tiimet hearing on war miatters.

In the matter (of qiuariatine, office-r- have
had to he particularly active. Sonme mem-
bers perhaps have seen an advertisenent
for a couple of monkeys and a dog, and
perhaps hav-c wonidered what it was; all
about. Comning to these shores are nmanr
ships from ninny parts of the world, shipS
which ordinarily would not come here: and
mamny diseases from ftecountries the ships
last left we are endea vouring streimuously
to prevent from reaching our shore,. The
question 'if quarantine is anl extremely im-
portant one. We are likely to be threaten-
ed with Korch diseases as rinderpest. rabies,
and aill classes, of cattle diseases. As it
happens, the dog that camne ashore was a
distinct menace to the life of this; com-
niuinity' . All of those things have had to
be most carefully watched. and sonic m
omis mnenaces, to animal aind human he-ilth
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41 I- now in the bands of the Agricultural
Department.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: What happened to
the dog?

Tb.- MINISTER FOR LANDS: The dog
i- dead. In the development of
tlii industries necessary' for "-at,
tin sly foodstuiffs receive public at-
I ut ion. But ill this State several newr
industries ha ve started as a conseqjuence of
wall. The Ilax industry is one wvhich is
highl important, whether in peace time or
ill war time: and I think because of this
sucess, bids fair to be ailw~ays a verl' v iIni-
loItant industry in Western Australia. The
de-velopmnent has beeni most satisfactory.
Three m~ilIs have beeni constructed, or a ie
in courte of construction, one at Yarloop,
one near Donnybrook, and one at Boyuip
Brook. The acr-eage planted last scar was
C,710; and the yield, which was remarkably
high, was in the vicinity of 25 to 28 ewti.
per acre. The State return of straw will
exceed 7,000 tons, and the value of that
strawv to Western Australia will be more
than £:90,000. The cost of production is
more than favourable wvhen compared with
that in any other Australian State; and thle
industry, on the prices of pre-war, bids fair'
to be economically established in this State.
We tiave been askied because of the response
to production in this State and the quality'
of the fibre produced to make prep~arationls
for the planting of 10,000 acres in the coaming
yea it The straw tins been commented upon
b~y the Commonwealth inspector during this
week, and is stated to be of the highest

q1uality.
Hon. W. D. Johnson: Can you inanufac-

ture flax in this Statel
The MINISTER FOR LANDS: We are

not trying to manufacture, but attempting
to bridge the gap of the tremendous needs
of Great Britain herself during war time.
We are trying to meet the position at the
request of the Imperial Government so far,
but one has to bear in mind that it would
take many thousands of acres of flax pro-
duced in this country to meet the minimum
requirements of the tarpaulin needs even of
our railways. So that the basis upon which
the company producing the flax is established
,can be described as very sound.

Other industries which have come unto
prominence and have been examined] very
carefully by this department before giving
farmers the right incentive to embark in a
big way, are such industries as pea aud bean

production for canning for both military,
naval and civilian needs. Comparatively
sun-all quantities were tried out ii, different
districts this year with the result that six
tonis are available for planting during this,
coining, year. When the product of those
six tons becomes available to us it will be a
very important link betwveen the production
of this State, and the important industrial
(demands for canning which we hope will
have arisen b v that time. As a' matter of
fact it will be of iumportance from the point
of view mnittioned by the Leader of the
Opposition. namely, providingr the type of
food which nor own Armyx and( Navy anad
manay visitor, wviil be seeking.

The tobacco industry has progressed very
satisfactorily and I notice that the member
for Nelson (1Mr. JI. H. Smith) Ills been
roused from his state of appar-cnt somnolence
to one of alertniess. Tt is a verY imnporta nt
industry inl the lhon. member's district and
I think it would be a A-pry importanmt iii-
dustry in the district of the memnber for
Sussex (Mr. Willunott ) The expansion
that 'ye think is possible will treble our- pre-
sent Inoduction in a very short space of
rears. It is considered that onl account of
the 'ual it 'vof leaf produneed in Western
Australia there is RIo industry that can be
bitter encourag-ed than the tobacco industry.
It is one that (-anl be expanided with a con-
siderable degree of certainty if our p~ast
years' records are ally criterion ait all of what
we may exp1 ec-t froma any further develop-
nment. During 1939-40 and 1940-41 the
average pr-ice receivecd by this State~ 'as an
eloquent commentary- onl the quality of the
leaf pr1 oduced.

Last year the aver-age p1-lees received
throughout the Commonwealth were as fol-
lows:-Weste-n Australia 32.56d. pier lbI.;
North, Queensland, 29.27d.; South Queens-
Ianld and northern New South Wales, 28.6d.;
and Victoria 27.3d. Our price was over
3d. more than the average price of our
nearest competitor, and if we canl maintain
a standard of that sort we are going to de-
v-elop onl ver-y sound lines because funda-
mentally quality will be a very importnt
factor in any sound rural pr-oduction. The
average yield per grower in this State is
very high. If we exclude the manufacturer-
grower, the private grower has shown
his capacity to produce leaf of good
quality* side by side with the light
acreage yield. Eight hundred pounds weight
is about the average of the private producer
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of tobacco in this State. Members arc
aware that for very many years the tobacco
industry was stationary. As a matter of
fact it appeared as if it were retrogressive
and most of that was because of the low
price. Until growers were able to receive
2s. 6d. and more per lb. there was not very
much incentive for the initial heavy outlay
that this crop demands.

Hon. C. G. Latham: That 2s. 6d. bad
very little effect on the ultimate pr!ice of
tobacco to the consumer.

The 'MINISTER FOR LANDS: The ulti-
mate price to the consumer is a very dif-
ferent matter. When we take excise from
the ultimate cost of the cigarette to the con-
sumer and then add manufacturing costs
to production costs wc get something near
32d. or 2s, 6d. per lb. anyhow, We have
tremendous areas suitable for this product.
Tests of soil types recently showed that
we can safely anticipate 5,000 acres of good
tobacco country in the -Manjimup and Karri-
dale districts. Clearing costs are very heavy
and recently a case was presented by this
Government to the Department of Conm-
merce, a request being made for assistance
in the way of finance to enable us to increase
our acreage this coining planting year by
350 acres. If we get that we shall be mnak-
ing a very important contribution to the
diversity of agriculture in this State.

Last year the Government found it neces-
sary to advance £10,000 to growers-I am
speaking of the 1940-41 season-all of which
was repaid. We advanced that money to
tide them over a difficult period of harvest-
ing, to inert the very high costs they have to
assume such as the cost of kilns and the
heavy handling costs where labour has to
be employed. This year we have made
arrangements to advance £15,000 and have
increased the advance to £15 per acre pay-
able in three instalments. We find that
these people have shown a very great sense
of -responsibility in connection with their
debt. There has been no difficulty at all in
the collection of the moneys advanced. We
are therefore hoping that by expending
something in the region of £40,000 in the
districts I have mentioned we eon this year
increase the area by and have an annual
increase of 350 acres, spread between twvo
districts. It will be a very important matter
in the agricultural life of that part of the
State and will have a very important hear-
ing on the secondary industries of the State.

I shall now refer to an industry the mar-
ketino of whose product has been the cause
of considerable conmment, much of it ad-
verse. I refer to the apple and pear in-
dustry which again is well manifest in the
district of the member for Nelson but also
spreads thrvoughout the State. The war has
so dislocated that industry that although it
had an export trade in 1938-39 of over
half-a-million pounds it had no export trade
at all during last year. No matter how
public opinion and those not associated with
the industry criticise the methods adopted
to bring some return to growers, and al-
though I would not sponsor or be prepared
to uphold all the actions of the Apple and
Pear Board, I think that without some such
organisation, Australia-wide, from which
this State receives benefits from other States,
there would have been chaos in the indus-
try, and much hardship and very niany
people would be leaving places in districts
where nothing but good seasons. and fair
prices have been experienced in former
days.

Although the industry has had a severe
knock because of the war, the responsibility
of the department in connection with
diseases and their control has not slackened.
During last year we had to combat two out-
breaks of codlin moth, and it appears that
they have been successfully controlled. Alt
the time we have difficulties such as black
spot, and officers are actively engaged in
many districts dealing with such problems.
I would like to instance one thing that hap-
pened recently in respect of a threat to the
apple industry. Live specimens of codlin
moth were found in a parcel of fruit sent
from Victoria to a soldier in camp in this
State. It is easy to see how active officers
must he in handling matters of this kind.

Mfr. Sampson: There is no check on the
railways.

Th', MINISTER FOR LANDS: My
colleagune the Minister for Labour men-
tioned that a Foodstuffs Advisory Com-
inittec had been set up here at the request
of the C'onmmnwealth Minister for Supply.
Tho* background affecting that appoinmen t
is, briefly, that with regard to many comn-
nmodities normially exported from this
State, taking the whole of tile year's pro-
duction, we do riot always produce an ex-
portable surplus. Side by side with that,
we find that there are commodities we im-
port that are not produced in sufficient
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quantities here, It soon became obvious
that with a very large increase in popula-
tion in this State, a serious demand would
be experienced for certain commodities,
and unless the production of such commo-
dities were controlled, the importation of
them organised and so on, chaotic condi-
tions would develop from the standpoint
of both civilian and military requirements.

Unfortunately, there has been a lack of
co-ordination between the various branches
of the armed forces as well as with local and
other authorities. The several services have
been in competition with each other for our
foodstuffs in order to obtain the quantities
they needed. Fortunately, a director of food-
stuffs for defence requirements has been ap-
pointed in this State and he will be in active
associationi with the Department of Agricul-
ture, as well as with the emergency food-
stuffs officer, so as to avoid all overlapping,
prevent over-production of unneeded comn-
modities, and stimulate the production
Of all lines Of rural commodities to
meet the requirements of both the armed
forces and civilians. The demand for
many of our commodities has been
greatly increased lbecause of the tremend-
oius influx of people, not merely evacuees
or people from distant parts, but of others
from oversca countries. Our needs respect-
ing some commodities will increase by
moure than 100 per cent, while other goods
capable of production locally will increase
from 30 to .50 per cent.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: Will the Common-
wealth officer exercise anyv influence from the
standpoint of manpower wvhere labour is
depicted today?

The MINISTER FOR LAN\DS: Those.
matters will be dealt with through the Com-
monwealth officer via the Advisory Commit-
tee of which I am chairman, with directions
from that authority to the Manpower
Board in this State. Soa fair, we have bad
no trouble whatever with the manpower
authorities respecting labour eksential in
industries; for the time being.

[The .Speaker resqunyed the Chair.]

Hon. WV. fl. Johnson: You wvilI appreciate
that that will be one of the main difficulties?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Yes, and
will continue to bep a main difficultyv. In
some directions there will be hundreds of
men short in industry, and in some instances
the shortage of manpower will have to be
.accepted. We aire endeavouring to take

action that will mean that neither civil nor
military authority wvill be in any way
threatened.

Before going on to deal with the actual
commodities for which there is so much de-
niand, and the quantities of those commodi-
ties that will be required, I want to comment
on the methods adopted by the Commotn-
wealth Government regarding certain aspects
of price fixing. I have felt for a long time
that Western Australia has a legitimate
grievance against the methods adopted by
certain Commonwealth Government depart-
mnents.

Members: Hear, hear!

The MINXISTER FOR LANDS : Take the
case of the pig industry: The Commonwealth
Government has decided that because export
parity has been reduced and the cost of the
contract recently made with Great Britain
cut down by 31 per cent., therefore the ye-
turn to each State, which was exportin!
that commiod ity, would also be reduced 15
per cent. respecting the value of that coni-

tract. Take the position regarding potatoes:
It is very unfortunate that local considera-
tions and conditions seem to be overlooked
by the Commonwealth authority when maik-
ing his price decision. The cost of produe-
tion, the cost of fertilisers. the fact that
fertiliser sup~plies arc not available, the extra
cost of sprayers and spraying material,
the shortage of labour, the increased
cost of labour-few of these condli-
tions arc considered, it would appear,
when price adjustments arc made. The
climate, the type of season, the effects
that apply in one State as against another
-these things must be taken into con-
sideration and it. must be emphasised that
no State, in an agricultural sense, can be
regarded as the basic State until some comn-
parisnn is made possible as between that
Slate and] other parts of the Common-
Wealth.

I will give members an example of the
effeet of methods adopted by the price-
controlling body. The Commonwealth
authorit v has taken Sydney to he the basic
.State with a price of £17 per ton for
potatoes. Because Tasmania i an export-
ine State, its price has beome the Syd-
Imy price less freight. Similarly with
Western Australia ! Here, we being an ex-
part State. our price becomes the Sy' d-
nrv price less freight. Thu-, no matter
wrhat the cost of production may lie. or the
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value of thle commodity, no matter how the
commodities are supplied nor yet the fact
that, for the time begin, we may not he an
exporting State at all, our price for ex-
port ha been fixed at £12, the price for ton
lots being £11l 10s. Therefore our local
top price appears to be between Ell and
£12. whereas the Sydney price remains at
£1 7 ft ton.

Mr. Mann: A lovely state of affairs!
The M1INISTER FOR LANDS: The

potato growers are anxious to bridge the
gap) which will lie represented by the require-
ments of the people now and the normal
needls of thle population.

Alr. Boyle: What is the amount of the
freight?

Tile 11INISTER FOR LANDS: That
amounts to £6 10s. a ton.

MAr. Marshall: Where to?
The MINISTER FOR LANDS: To Syd-

ney, over-all costs. Incidentally, the
growers are anxious to produce the 17,000
toj.s extra that they are called upon to
make available this year.

Mr. Styants: A return of £12 10s. should
he some inducement to them to produce the
crop.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I do not
think the potato growers will quarrel at
all about the price, but they will require
sufficient recognition to be taken of the
total costs occurred in production. To
Western Australia the season is not con-
tinuous. We cannot produce potatoes in
February, August and September, but we
canl produce them in various districts at
different periods. There are many factors
entering into the problem, and we are en-
deavouring to smooth them out so that we
can go to the producers and say that the
production of Western Australia is to he
17,000 tons above that of last year, and
that the proposition offered to them is
such-and-such. T think we can reach thle
Point When 0 price under £912 might he the
price successfully offered and production
successf ully' achieved. But we erytainly
wvant to know and have some comparison
between S ,ydney, parity and Western .\ls-
trallian par-ity* . Otherwise, if the National
Security Act is invoked simply to make the
Sydney' price the basis, and there isan ex-
treme shortage in that State, and we ire
not permitted to avail ourselves of it,
though we might increase our production
hy 30.000 tons, I am asked to prevent ex-

ports from this State. All of these points
are being carefully watched and smoothed
out, and the officers of the Department of
Agriculture resp~onsible for this stepping
up in production hope, before the plant-
ing season in most d istrh-ts arrives, to
have some tangible contract to offer thle
people who arc asked to produce.

Now take tomatoes! This might seem to
be a minor matter, comparatively unimi-
portant, but I hear the Premier groan at
the suggestion.

The Premier: Fifty thousand pounds
worth from the Oeraldton district alone.

The MI'NISTER FORl LANDS: Yes. If
wre invade that field successfully, the in-
dustry is capable of expansion to a tre-
mendous extent. We in this State produce
one of the best canning tomatoes in Au -
tralia. A recent comnnent by an accredited
authority on the last crop just completed
says that no better canning tomato has
ever been produced in Australia than West-
ern Australia produced this year. In thle
arrangements recently made for fi-xing tile
price of this commiod ity, we had a renia rk-
able spectacle. Anyone producing to-
miatoles at the end of the season has pro-
diiced them at much greater cost than
would have been involved three months
ago. The Preston Valley, for example,
produced a crop because of the high prices
obtaiining at this time of the year, but thle
price-fixing authority decided that although
the market here was round about 12/, the
price had to be fixed from M1elbourne,
and as Melbmurne was inl tile flush of the
season, it was fixed at 7/3. This week the
worst tomatoes were bringing 7/3, and the
best could not he paid for at a higher
figure. We have every evidence of a dis-
tinct difference of opinion, if not sonic-
thing worse, developing between the De-
partmuent of Agriculture in this St;ate and
the Commonwealth price-fixing authority.
We have presented our case and intend to
hammepr at it hard.

We canl produce thousands of tons of
tomatoes in this State. We call put up
millions, of cans of tomatoes and tomato
juice, hut not by messing around with the
price. If we exive a payable price--and it
would be tinder 2d. per 1b,-we could not
merely put to the producer something that
would compensate him but could offer to
thp public somnethingr very attractive at a
reasonable price. But we cannot make a
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grower produce these crops it we exploit
liui. If we lose the confidence of the pro-
ducer, we cannot make him produce. If we
se~ize'd his crop, at a figure less than pro-
duction costs, we would have very great

diliut istmutating production.
The pork position became very serious.

The Commonwealth needs bacon And pork
and much of it. We have a lot of visitors
to this State and to Australia who do not
eat mutton. They do not like it; they say
it stinks. But they do like beef and pork
products. But for Commonwealth action
last year and] the miessing around with the
price to he offered for pork for homne con-
stitiptioti And for export, the industry
wvo Ad have heen in a muclh happier posi-
tion todlav. Although for the moment we
Are not Able to export any pork to Britain,
the Commonwealth Price., Commissioner
fixes the Western Australian price, be-
cause Western Australia was an exporting
State, onl British parity. We have a dis-
fincl g'rievance there.

Mr. 'Mann: You wvill not get ipeople to
brerd pig, at present prices.

The 'MINISTER FOR LANDS: I have
hammiered at t his subhject year After year
because it is closely allied with the price
of feed wheat, which has not been avail-
able to the poultry faniner and the pig
rai~ei. at A reaisonalble rate. I was spoken
ti) severelY Iby memibers of the Australian
Wheat Board ait a Commonwealth confer-
enice regarding mny attitude and ha.1 I been
A. little more sensitive, I igisht have felt in-
stilted. It was suggested that I wanted to
rob the wheat farmier and give thme benefit
to the pizr breeder. Bitt the point of view
is entirely' different. The Comnmonwvealth
Treasury' is responsible for many millIIions
of pondns oil account of the wheat it hla%
prc rhased and cannot sell.

Every State has wheat that could be
ltter us~ed ;and] consunied. There are muil-
lions of buslvs in this State wvhich, 21/
years agO. I asked to haove mande Aaalal
to the pig producerts at any priee--half-a-
crown a bushel as.a inn xi'un to g-ive the
breeders anl opportunity* to produce earn-
inodities then saleable. But I was told by
residents of this State that I was rob-
hinz the wheat farmer. Surely the Aums-
tralian public, after having paid 310 a
bunshel for wheat. would he better off if
conic (if the wheat wvere consumed in this
way. I am not askinir that the farmer lie

paid any less, but surely it would be a,
business transaction for the Commonwealth
Goverument lto nave this commodity Lil-

ised in the bc-st. possible manner to bring
about increased production of coiniodi ties
that aire necessary, rather than have the
wvheat lying in store, some of it deteriorat-
iug, when it could be consumed to better
advantage.

Mr. Boyle: What did you offer for it I
The MINISTER FOR LAND)S: Half-a-

erown as a mtaxinium.
Mr. Boyle: Where!I
The -MINISTER F01H LANDS: At the

siding where bulked, not necessarily at
Fiemiantle. I think if members considered
this matter closely, they would find that
the loss to the Commonwealth Treasury
under nmy proposal would not be much in
excess of the loss it will have to face on
the wheat. Suppose the commodity has
ultimately to be destroyed, what then 9 It
would be far better to stinmulate produc-
tion in an industry which 21/ years ago
had anl excellent export prospect and, since
the war broke out, a hetter one, than to he
faced with the difficulty of farmers hav-
ing to sacrifice the fruits of their labour.

M[r. Sewvard: And ask the farmers to
bear the difference 9

The MINISTER FORl LANDS: They
were sacrificed because the price was
wrong- and because of the impossibility of
iraking their commodity economically. We
have stressed day by day and week by
week the necessity for a clarify' ing state-
ment by the Commonwecalth in respect to
prices. The oly difference between uts is
front a halfpenny to a penny lper lb.-that
is all thiat is inl it-and sonic determnina-
lion as to weights and types of pigs to be
paid for At that price. Leaving Fremantle
this week ire 900 careases of pork for the
Fastern States. I do not knowv whether
members have taken the op)portunity of lis-
tlling to the member for South Fremnitle
('Mr. Fox) and have inspected the inipor-
tan t pig Anid bacon industry in Iiis d is-
trict.

Mr. J. Hezney: We have not received an
invitation.

The 'MJNISTER P0"' LANDS: Whether
the memiber for South Fremantle has ex-
tended Ana invitation to the bon. member
or tiot. T would like members of the ('ann-
try' Pattv. in fact, all mnembers, to acquaint
thvemuclvcs flilly with the importance of
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that particular industry. There is a firm in
this State ready and willing to treat up
to 4,009 sides of bacon per week. The
principal of that firm was anxious to get
them. At one stage his firm was involved
in an expenditure of £1[30,000 for pork and
bacon in the store which they could not
shift. A very imiportant industry to this
State is likely to languish unless we can
induce or force the Commonwealth authori-
ties to make an important pronouncement
on this subject. This time last year we
had exactly the same trouble. The Corn-
iiionwcalth Government shifted its ground
in the price and type of pig.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: The Minister knows,
of course, that in the Eastern States pig-
raisers are getting wheat at a reduced price
for pig-feed, although that is denied to our
producers here.

The InNISTER FOR LANDS: I know
that. I also know that I was severely
abused by members of the Australian
Wheat Board, as were some of mny officers,
for sentiments that I expressed at a Coal-
ronwealth conferen". We were told that
we were robbing the wheat farmer, yet now
we find that the Commonwealth Treasury
is so agitated at the expenditure it has in-
curred in connection with wheat that it is
anxious to have some proposal from us as
to what is fair to offer for sonic of the
surplus wheat. There are very many other
industries with which I could deal. If I
do riot mention thenm all, sonic member who
finds that his pet iioiliy has not been
touched upon wvillI abuse mre for omitting
it. For example, there is the industry'
about which we have heard so much from
the member for Canning (Mr. Cross). I
refer to the egg and poultry industry. In
normal times, that industry is worth about
V75.00O to this State for export.

Hon. C. G'. Latham: Eggs are very scarce.
Thre MINISTER FOR LANDS: Yes.

The industry will be in a worse position un-
less we can get cheaper feed. Had it niot
been for a Government guarantee last
Novemnber-ex porters wvere guaranteed to the
extent of £8,000-there would have been an
absolute collapse of the industry. Members
are aware of the steps the Government took.
Had it not been for the Glovernment's action,
the producers instead of receiving Is. pie
dozen, would have been forced to accept
about 5d a dozen. Such happenings as that
have prompted the Government to work
hard to get an egg-drying plant for the

State. Although eggs are scarce-during this
season they are likely to be scarce-if we can
stimulate our production 'with the many
people still in the industry there will be
room for more than one egg-drying plant.
Fortunately such a plant is in course of pro-
ductioh. Negotiations are complete, the site
is selected and the plant and buildings will
involve a total expenditure of about £25,000.

Hon. C. G. Latham: When are the build-
ings likely to be erected I

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Very
shortly. We have all the muaterials on the
way and hope to have the plant operating
in time for the coming season.

Mr. Cross: I hope it does not take too
long.

Hon. W. 1). Johnson: The Minister knows
how long it has taken to erect the works at
11elshpool.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS : Yes,
but fortunately the material for this plnt
is in Australia and is on its way to this
State. The member for Guildford-Midland
(Hon. IV. ID. Johnson) may' rest assured that
every effort will be made to force action.
The whole-milk position and the dairy posi-
tion give us cause for grave concern. A
survey of the butter position and of the
whole-milk position shows us that there will
be tremendous, shortages. Already man-
power effects have been felt, In some dis-
trict., hundreds of cows which would have
been milked for a munch longer period have
been, turned out, for mnany- wives and
daughters, whlo have been carry ig on
the work in the absence of thme mnale meml-
hers of the family, find that the strain is
too great. Taking into account the antici-
pated neceds, nearly 4,000,000 gallons more of
whole-milk will lie required, wye have been
asked by the military authorities to increase
the production of condensed milk.

It must be borne in mind that there are
four different industries competing for the
supply from the dairy farmer, namely, the
cheese industry, the butter industry, the
whole-milk industry and the condensed milk
industry. Many of these are in the samec
district. Although we tirc expected to in-
crease the output of thre condensers% from
1,337,000 gallons to 2,500,000, we can only
hope to dto so and also to meet the demand
for whole-mailk, at thme expense of the butter
industry. That position brings in its train
a serious difficulty, because if nonnality
were reached in butter production in this
State this Year, we would then, because of
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the extra demand of civilians and the mili-
tary be extremely short. The estimates for
civilian and military needs will be so in-
creased that we shall require to import 26,000
eases of buttter from May to August of this
year, and we shall have to carry on from
September with our own production. rrom
March to June next year, anticipating a fur-
ther in~crease in our population-without
mentioning any figures at all-we shall re-
quire to import 60,000 boxes of butter.

Hfon. C. aT Latham: Will not the early
.season help you?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: As re-
gards the early season, we have had to make
arrangements to import 12,000 boxes of
butter. These are now on the water. The
early spring aspect has been counteracted en-
tirely by the number of cows which have gone
out of production earlier than usual. The
position of the industry is going to be dif-
ficult.

I mentioned potatoes and the relative
prices as between this State and Sydney. It
is also going to be difficult to cope with this
industry unless there is some easement of the
position. The Donnybrook growers, as mem-
bers will have read in the Press, have held
a meeting demanding immediate assistance.
Telephone calls are being mrade and letters
are arriving every day from that dis-
trict. But there is another district which
will be worse circumstanced unless we
can make some earlier arrangements.
The Benger district, which produces many
thousands of tons annually, will within the
next six or seven weeks need, according to
the rains, at least 500 meii to bag the crops
in the Benger swamps. If rains are copious
during the next few weeks, there will be
tremendous losses to those whbo are expect-
ing excellent returns from their crops. The
member for Murray-Wellington (Mr- Me-
Larty) is fully acquainted with that posi-
tion.

The water-table of the swamps at Ben-
ger is very sensitive to heavy rains; and
if before the normal rains of late May and
June the crops are not gathered in that
district, it is quite possible that we might
loge fire to six or seven thousand tons. The
military take the attitude that men have
entered the service of the military to be
soldiers, even if they are transport or truck
drivers, and that it is not wise for military
drivers to be carting to mills. We take
the opposite view. We think that any driv-

ing of trucks or any activity at all tha
will give to the men some assistance, o
in the ease of potatoes, give them food, i
of paramount importance.

Hon. N. Keenan: The military have no
the last word.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Foxz
tunately, where the need has been urgen
and the case good, so far we have beei
able to overcome the difficulty. We do am
ticipate, however, that large numbers o
mien will he reqiuired for the harvesting o
some crops; and we hope that the inilitar
authorities will adopt a generous and prac
tical attitude for nmecting the situation. W
have pressed for a better use of internee
[jut the authorities do not think fit to us
those people to any greater extent tha

sofar they have been used.

Much has been said through the Press r(
garding vegetable production. A great dee
of criticism was levelled at me because
would not agree to a wholesale canipaig
designed to impress uipon the averag
householder some weeks ago the urgen
need for producing his own requirement
in this respect. We deliberately refraine,
from instituting such a campaign becaust
had we dlone so, there would not have bee
in Western Australia sufficient of the necE
sary fertilisers for the commercial grower!
The first thing a householder thinks of whe
he has cabbages or seeds in mind is fertilisci
and he always thinks of the fertilisin,
stimulus which is so necessary in other form
of commercial production. So that we de
liberately r-efratined until we had our fur
tiliser position somewhat safeguarded.

Unfortunately there has been considerabl
unnecessary competition. It can safely b
recounted that because of competition be
tween the services some commodities wen
to extraordinary prices. This was becaus
various authorities were able to compet
one with the other. We are hoping tha
because of co-operation and co-ordinatio
such actions will be avoided in the futuri
Vegetable seed, as is well known, is in ver,
short supply in some varieties. In fact,
is unobtainable in certain varieties. Hon
ever, we are hoping that in this State w
have sufficient for normal military and civ
needs. The figure of the increase needed t
meet the situation has been given to me a
30,000 tons for the whole State, and th
earnest endeavour of the Department a

286
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Agriculture has been to place its officers to
the best advantage for this stipulated pro-
duction.

We have brought one officer fromi a north-
ern di-triet and have allied him to the Sup-
ply Thopartinent. The branch of the service
normally associated with vegetable. produc-
tion wvill be kept very active, and plans are
already made for further increased produc-
tion. It can be safely said that although1
there is a terrific upward trend in produc-
tion, we are likely to mneet with very little
trouble if we canl overcome tile mianipower
dilfficultv. The Foodstuffs; Advisory' Comn-
mittee, which has reviewed all those aspects,
and~ not merely butter, pork, vegetables, pre-
pared foods and the like, has accepted the
rcsponsibility thrust onl it by the Common-
-wealth Government to be associated directly
-with till of the services an(1 civilian needs.
to meet the increase in foodstuffis. Th~t of
itself is no lighit task. It is not fin easy
matter to iilan for an increase in prodne-
hion of commiodities where we are short of
meeting the wvhole of the naval, military and
civil needs in the nlext Year or two; hut
it is the task we hare accepted. I hare
accepted the chairmanship of that commit-
tee and have associated with mae a very fine
lot of mn, exIperts in their respetive lines,
who are giving the best advice for increased
p)roduc(tioln ini those spheres.

Hon. WV. D. Johnson: Mranpower is the
trouble.

The 'MINISTER FOR LANDS: We hope
by anticipating and planning to be able to
overcome the mlanpower dilicultv with the
least trouble possible.

Mr. 'North: What is the increase in the
number of our population? Ten thousand?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I am
not going, to mention any figure; but if the
hon. member hats a knowledge of Westerh
Australia's population last year, he will
under.,tand me when I say that our increase
in needs generally, to meet thle excess figure,
would be up to 30 per cent. One of the
difficulties in all these production increases
is the difficulty of fertilisers. This State
generally is known to be a very poor State
-for mlost of the commodities it grows. We
cannot grow wheat without superphosphiate,
ns canl somle other States; and we cannot
grow very many of our agricultural corn-
modities without sulphiate of ammonia or
without blood-and-bone. The blood-and-
bone position has heen very seriously uplset

hy our inability to olbtain su~pplies from
soine of the meat works in this State.

With regard to the superphosphate posi-
tion, because of thle lack of contact wvith
Naurn and Ocean Island, and also the fact
that thle Japs have since taken Christmas
Lsland, we have very few sources available
to us, and our supplies, ;;hittever they may
lhe, will naturally comle this time from Egypt
and froml Makatva Island. There is no0
doubt that this rear we are down by 40
per cent. Ten per cent. has been met from
the pool for distribution under the auth-
oritv of thle Department of Agriculture, lbnt
I thiink it can confidently be expected that
the Niopplr' of super wvill come down to 30
per cent. of our normal needs next year.
The best lise will have to he made of what
wve can obtain. In speaking- later onl wheat
I intend to show how that position has.,
already been affected by the inadequacy of
thle superphosphate supp)lies.

There was considera ble coml]p1a int in somie
quarters hecause of the rotting of tie bags
over the holiday season, and thle consequent
loss to Users of super, and Of its, beCing
caused by thle fluorides iii thle Egyptian rock
and the breaking down of the roc-k by extra
sulphbuic acid and the high temperatures at
that time of the year. 121 association with
the fettiliser firms, the departmient inieL-
die telv undertook ani investigation into the
trouble. It was very serious while it lasted
but fortunately ways and mneans were found
of combating it, and we readilyv entered into
an iundertaking with thie finins to exert every
effort to obviate any rec-urrenee. It would
have been vcr 'y easy to combat if we could
have reduced the soluble content of phos-
phoric acid but, as mnembers know, that is
fixed. It has heel] broken down froni wihat
it tormetrly was but it has now been Hixed.

Heavy use is mad8(e of sulphate of am-
Ilonia largely by vegetable growers and
orchurdists. Australia produces only half
its ioriliil icqmireinents, and since the war
there has be-en very' little, if any, iipor-
totion. Approximnately half of Australia's-
production at thle mlomlent is being used in

soeSphere Of iiiiiiiitions. We have left
to us a very sun:)11 portion of our normal
oceds and oly a portion of our present
producetion. WIestern Australia's share will
bie about 1,200 tons. -Normnally we use
about 3,500) tons. Actually, up to the end
of July of this year, wve will be short by
three-rouarters of our normal needs. That
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is a very serious position with regard to
iertiliser of such importance to Wyestern
Australian product ion as is sulphate of
ammonia.

Rationing has been voluntarily carried
out and the department has co-operated
with the two fertiliser firms concerned to
control andt distribute equitalbly all that
fertiliser which is available, We htave been
able to get to the market gardeners about
610 per cent of their requirements. The
Minister for Works has been very con-
tened about the people in his district be-
cause they normally use about one-fifth of
Western kustralia 's importation, but only
by restricting the home gardener, only by
preventing the use of sulphate of ammonia
except in certain mixtures, have we been
able to make available to the commercial
market grardener and orchardist a quantity
that will approach GO per cent of his needs.
The blood-and-bone position is very acute.

Mr. .1. TH'gney: The trouble is it can-
not lie carted.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: We hope
that it will not lie carted for quite a -white.
Wf> are helping in that direction and it is
not being carted for the moment. The posi-
tion is that normally we use in this State
about 4,510& tons. There is produced locally
about 3,000 tons of that quantity and
about 1,000 tons come from Wyndham an-
nunaliy. That will not come from Wynd-
hin this year. Bulloeks from the Kimber-
leys numbering 11,000 contribute consider-
ably to the blood-and-bone requairements of
the State, hut those 11,000 bullocks may not
be here this year. With this State depen-
dent to a tremnendous extent upon the well-
being of the cattle industry in the For
North, members wvill visualise the impor-
tance attaching to the district of
the member far Rimberley, the Min-
ister for the NYorth-West. The pros-
pect of Wyndham not being able to
suptply its quota, and of very few of the
11,000 cattle coming from Derby to con-
tribute to the blood-and-bone- needs of the
State, has a very important bearing on the
produetioii of many of our rural commodi-
ties. In Connection with all these comiodi-
ties. wherever there has been a shortage,
the department, Tightly or wrongly, has as-
sitmed the responsibility for an equitable
distribution, and in elose collaboration with
the distributers and the manufacturers. has
so far been able to arrange things so that

there has been nothing unfair in the dis-
tribution. Where the need is greatest and
the production most important, supplies
will be provided.

Sulphiate of potash has been mentioned
by my colleague this afternoon. There is
110 Sulphate of potash here except in a
smiall reserve for tobacco grow ers. M1uriate
of potash i available in quantities suf-
flecut to meet a mixed fertiliser need
only. If we are fortunate we may get Sup-
plies in fromn Palestine, hut we intend
very definitely to ration it and make it
ovailable to the industries and the produc-
ers -who most need it. It will be available
only to tobacco, vegetable, tomato and
potato growers of the State, and we do not
intendl to allowv householders and those en-
gange1 in the production of crops that bare
no market to compete for such limited
minatiities with those wvho urgently need
such important fertilising agents.

lHousehiolders may be disappointed -with
somte of the results they secure from their
gardens. They may feel they cannot do
without artificial fertilisers, but I assert
that a tremendous tonnage can be produced
in this city and in the country without the
usec of any artificial fertilisers at all. I
nmake it very plain that we do not expect
householders, if they cannot grow without
artificial fertilisers, to attempt to grow.
But I assuire members that very much can
be done by the use of poultry, or other
organic or natural animal manure to grow
garden produce.

Mr. Watts: Has super been rationed to
those who can pay cash'

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Yes,
super has been rationed. Unlike other
States, Western Australia has endeavoured
to earry out in the spirit and to the letter
the requirements of the Commonwealth
regarding the restriction of super.
T do not know if the hon. member's, inter-
jection was designed to draw ma out on that
point, hut I say definitely that Western
Australia has lived up to its responsibilities
to the Commonwealth, while States like South
Australia have not even made a pretence
of living within the allocated quantit 'y that
the Commonwealth made available from the
Australian pool.

I did not intend to say very much about
the anticipated beef shortage in this State.
I mentioned earlier that we are enjoying the
company of many visitors from oversea wIho
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prefer beef and pork to mutton, Unless the
heef position can be improved we shall face
a terrific shortage in the next six months.
A review of the consumption of beef per
annum in the two countries I refer to w'ill
be of interest. In Australia the consumption
of beef per bead per annumn is 112 lbs. and
in the United States of America 63 lbs. In
Australia the consumption of mutton and
lamb is 81 lbs. and in America 7 lbs., while
in Australia the consumption of pig meat is
19 lbs. whereas in Amierica. it is 55 lbs. per
bead per annum. Those figures; wilt give
members sonic indication of the quantity
and types of meat required in the two coun-
tries.

Hon. C. G. Latbam: Of course, the cli-
mate has something to do with it.

The MLINISTER FOR LANDS: That is
so, while the education of the people is such
that they are encouraged to eat pig meats as
against mutton or beef.

Hon. C. 0. ILathamn: Canada uses a lot of
fat meat too.

Mr, Watts: Cannot you put up muttonl
so that it will taste like pork?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: We are
experimenting with a view to putting up a
certain line of canned meat which, although
by some considered objectionable, will pro-
bably be found to he quite palatable. It is
extremely unlikely that 11,000 head of beef
wilt reach the mietrop)olitan area from Derby,
while from Wyndhamn 3,000 frozen eareas
will not be placed on the market and fromt
Broome the quantity of frozen meat normally
available will not be forthcoming. Even if
conditions locally were normal regarding the
demand for beef supplies, such as it wa'.,
say, three years ago, because of the conisidera-
tions I have mentioned there would still he it
very serious shortage. When we take into
account the tremendous increase in our
population which we ran anticipate, we shall
have to face a shortage during the next six
months of 5,400 tons of beet, or a shortage
of earcases; totalling, 25,000 regarding beet'
alone.

Mr. Mann:; What is the beef position im
the Eastern States?

The MINISTER FOR LANI)S: Not so
,difficult as it is here. In Queensland, for in-
stance, hundreds of thousands of tons are
normally exported, but that State is in a very
difficult position on account of lack of ship-
ping to enable her to get supplies south in
the quantities required.

Mr. Manit: Did you include the possi-
bility of importations in your figures?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: We have
1,000 tons on the way, which we hope to
keel) in store to meet immediate demands.
I do not desire to mention any specific
figures from different areas, but the shortage
of beef will be approximately between
24,000 and 25,000 bead.

Hiot. W. D). Johnson: Are you ealcutat-
igo on the poss-ibility of overlunding in a
good season?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Because
I have one or two other subjects to deal with,
I intended to pass over that phase, but per-
Iaps it is as well to mention it. The Kim-
berley position is vecry serious. Normally
35,000 bead of cattle would be taken by the
growers on the Kimberleys and the near
parts of the Northern Territory for treat-
ment at the Wyndhasm M~eat Works. This.
year those 35,000 bead will not he killed at
Wyndham. From that port we receive niany
hundreds. of tons of frozen meat. From
Derby we shilp normally between 11,000 and
12,000 head of cattle and about 600 from
lBroome for the supply of the nmetropiolitan
and goldfields requirem~ents. A considerable
part of my time during the last two week-
ends has been taken up in an endeavour to
formulate a plan to give effect to something
practicable in order to bring many thousands
of bead from the Fitzroy down to Pilbara and
through the M1urchison, at the same timec
bringingr many thousands along the Canning
stock route from the Hall's Creek district.
In addition, there is the niecessity for many
head of cattle to travel from the Eastern
Kiniberleys throug-h towards Central Aus,-
tralia-for obvious reasons.

I am glad to state that activities in that
respect have today reached a satisfactory
conclusion, and there will shortlyv 1 e a tre-
zuendous mnovemnent of cattle frunm the Kimt-
herlers. The Canning stock route requires,
niormJally about seventeen weeks to traverse.
It Ilas, 350 miles of sandliill country, some of
the hills being 100 yards apart and over
50? feet high. M1embrrs will realise the mnag-
nitude of the undertaking when, I say that
there never has; been a vehicle down the
Canning stock route. All tupplies of
innterials and equipmient for re-conditioning
the wells have to be transported by mneans
of camiels. Howvever, arrangements have
been completed for the re-conditioning of the
route and for the travelling of stock, with
the result that many thousands of head will
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be ott the move almost immediately.
avery big undertaking to get cattle

the Kimberleys through to Central
tralia.

It is
from
Aus-

Mr. 'Marshall: What about the pleuro line
now?

The 'MINISTER FOR LANDS: The un-
det-taking is hazardous front the -standpoint
of pleuro and tick fever. 'We have en-
deavoured to safeguard the position by pre-
scribing areas where the cattle must be held
for certain periods before being placed on
the market. It must be borne in mind that
the cattle will have to be travelled for a
period ranging from three to five mouths
and despite the position in the back coun-
ti-y, of which the member for 'Murchison
(M.%r. MIarshall) is well aware, it is obvious
that the cattle will not arrive as fats, hut
rather as stores. Nevertheless when held on
cou-try such as that nowv available in the
:uurchison, it will be a matter of a few
weeks only before the cattle are again fat
miii ready- for market, As I mentioned, we
aire prescribing areas where the stock must
be held before being sent south. We hope
that thle scheme as outlined will. prove suc-
cessful. If that should be so, it -will supple-
ment the supplies and hell) to overcome the
shortagfe of 25,000 head that is anticipated.

Tfhe Leader of -the Opposition touched on
the question of the diversity of prices and
the effect in this State, Thie prices are to
be fixed as front the 8th March. I have had
prices taken out for the relevant monthts
and weeks to indicate the effect of those that
have been fixed. AlthoughI there wsill be cer-
tain anomalies, except in the price of lamb,

I think that if the price for beef had not
been pegged and the shortage as we knew
it to be developing had been known, the
producer would not have had his costs in-
creased at all and might have expected a
standard price much higher than he will now
receive. I know that the Leader of the
Opposition would not condone or favour ex-
ploitation by the producer. Whatever mnerit
there is in the action of the Commonwealth
Prices Commissioner, who fixed the price
us at the 8th Mfarch, if it can be shown that
there has been some exploitation of the
farmer, I hope we shall be able success-
fully to arrange to remove the cause of the
exploitation. But I would not favour the
arising of a beef position because of the
unavoidable shortage under which the price
would soar to a region that neither civilians

nor the military could supply their needs
without being exploited.

The mutton position discloses that the
average weekly slaughtering- at the MNetro-
politan Abattoirs a year a go was between
9,000 anti 9,300 earcases. From the 1st
July, 1941, to February, 1942, there was an
increased slaughtering of 2,000 eareases
weekly. The average weekly slaughtering-
during that period has been 11,200. So long
as the relative consumption of mutton and
beef remains as at lpresent, and our require-
nments increase by June to the figure that
estimates of other commodities are based
upon, we think the needs of this State
wil be about 236,000 sheep eareases-
for April, May, June and July. After
July, when the lamb season will commence,
there will be an inilus of Iamb, and from
then on we will probably hare, speaking
conservatively ani taking normal export
anti local consumption figures, about
250,000 lamtbs this year, perhaps more,

With the wethers under one yenr and over
Ohe year avail able, the mutton position
will Show an excess because of the good
season in the lower lpastoral regions where
wether mutton will be available, and to meet
a need of 9,000 tons, or just uinder, we will
have 35,000 tons; of mutton. This is a very
imlportant matter. A shift in consumption
from beef to mutton will materially ease the
beef position, and we might induce our own
population to eat a lot of mutton and lamb
ait a satisfactory price to the community.
In short, the miutton position is not diffi-
cult, and we expect to have over 30,.000 tons
of mutton, if needed, available for the pub-
lic of the State.

I supposec I would be foolish not to refer
to wheat, which is a very important part
of our economy. The Governmwent has been
very closely associated with the effects of
wheat stabilisation, of reduction of acreage
and limits recently imposed. In addition
action taken by the Premier to have re-
viewed the movement of wheat in this
State has recently brought about an ar-
rangement that will be fair to those re-
sponsible for the storing of wheat, and
will ensure for the population of this State
an adequate supply of wheat and floui
where it is most needed. The Premier
caused a review to be made to aseertair
whether economically we could continue tc
haul 14,000 tons of wheat per week fromr
the, country to the coast, and whether w(
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.should, in the present stress onl our rail-
wvays, continue to build up reserves of
wheat at the ports-there have been sug-
gestions of destruct ion-a nd in the emer-
gency areas, and at the same time leave
in the country in-sufficient quantities to
ineet the requirements of the public, should
a large portion of our populaition he forced
towards, the back areas. The review has
shown that we call, by making arrange-
ments that are flow in train, operate mills
is country centres, small units, and safe-
guard the public food position to the ex-
tent of having five years' supply of wheat
in the country, even though we continue
to haul to the coast at a reduced rate until
the end of June.

Mr. Boric: Does that involve the re-
opening- of the Merredin mill?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The hon.
memiber had a difference of opinion with
the Government over the closing of the
Merredin mill. I have taken the precau-
tion of having the Merredin mill valued in
case it becomes necessary for the Govern-
ment to arrange for the production of flour
by that unit to safeguard the food interests
of the people in the hinterland. Other
units also have been looked at and, be-
cause of the warranted agitation by
many country members, we have gone
closely into the question of storing
wheat as against flour. M3emnbers will be
interested to know that research into the
subject by officers of the department, work-
ing- closely with the millers, who are in
sympathy with us, shows that flour is safer
to store than wheat in our distant and out-
back centres. That is definitely so. It
would b~e impossible after storage for nine
months; to recondition wheat or use wheat
if it were subject to the depredations of
weevils for that period.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: it is not likely to
suffer if it is in store for only nine months.

The MINISTER FOR LAYDS: At the
Premier's request, ire have looked closely
into every aspect of the question-the
1point of view of the railways, the bulk
handling, the nest harvest, the completion
)f bulk storage now in course of construe-
-ion, and of continuing with the plan for
ucreased storage to house the next harvest.
!11l those points have been looked into dur-
ng the last few weeks, and we now have

"cVry clear picture of the situation.

Hon. W. 1). Johnson: If we have a crop
restriction similar to this year, it will be dis-
organised, because your railways cannot
cope with the quantity.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I have
details of stocks, and every siding has been
tabulated to show the effect of moving
wheat from one spot to another, the space
available at each centre, and the acom-
nuodation that will be available if our pros-
pert of 22,000,000 bushels is harvested.

Hon. W. D. Johnson:. Your problem will
be in September next.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Let us
hope we are lien' at that time to tackle
the piroblem.

Honl. W, D. Johnson: You have to realbme
what is coming.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: In re-
viewing the position we have heen helped
materially by every interest in the trade,
thle millers, the Australian Wheat Board,
Bulk Handling Ltd., farmers' representa-
tives, the Railway Department-itt fact,
everybody interested has made our task
easier in a review of that kind.

M1r. McDonald: The consumption of
wholenleal is now comnpulsory in Eingland.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Yes.
That is due to the shortage of wheat. Very
many people, including Mrs. Mary Farrelly,
hare written letters to me over a period of
years. Mrs. Farrely seems to be obsessed
-with the idea that wholemeal bread is much
more valuable and nutritious than is other
bread; in fact, she appears to think that a
decent specimen of humanity cannot be'
reared without wholemeal bread. Yet many
men in the outback countryv have survived
upon a diet of corned beef and damper. It
is a matter which can lie well disputed; it it
along the line of an argument which I do
not care to enter into, whether pasteurised
milk is better than unpastenrised milk. To
continue with the wheat difficulty. I had
rescued for me by one of my children a
copy of the "Primary Producer" of a week
or twvo ago. On the front page was: sonic
criticism of the Government.

Mr. Boyle:. It was, not the copy you quoted
from before?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: No. I
still have that copy. As I say, there was
some criticism of the Government and its
attitude towards what it baa had thrust
upon it by the Commonwealth Government
regarding the restriction of wheat growing.
It was a reprint of a broadcast made byv the
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member for Greenough (31r. Patrick). That
member challenged the right of the Govern-
mient to make any arrangement with the
Commonwealth Government without first con-
ferring with those wvho knew the subject
better. I can only say in my own defence
and on my own behalf that, before going to
any conference, I endeavour to arm myself
with facts. On that occasion I went to a
great deal of trouble to prepare the ground,
not knowing what the Commonwvealth Gov-
erment's plants were. My first prepiaration
lay along the lines of a previous contention
of the Commonwealth Government that West-
ern Australia should not grow on any farm
more than 300 acres of wheat, or p~erhaps
should not grow more than 3,000 bushels per
farm. I built up a ease on those lleuiscs.
I also prepared a case to show the import-
anec. internally and economically' , of wheat
to this State. I have that case just as I
used it. It is free and open to any member
opposite to use, if he chooses, in order to
abuse, me.

Hon. C. G. Lathamn: The trouble is that
you could not change 'Your mind as often as
the Mfinister for Commerce hais changed his
mind.

The 'MINISTER FOR LANDS: We have
had in that sphere many charnges; of view-
point; but we have also had some alert and
well-informed Commonwealth public servants
dealing with the subject of wheat. Before

eoigto that, however, I intend to speak
on the point raised by' the Leader of the
Opposition as to the taking over of bulk
handling in this State by the Commonwealth.
He said that it wouldi be improperly in-
voking the aid of the National Security
Regulations to take over Australia's hulk
handling facilities at this juncture. My
knowledge of the subject is this: The Corn-
mnonwealth Government is faced with the fin-
ane'nsz to the tune of many millions,-I think
V4O.000,000-of the wheat already stored
in Australia. The Commonwealth Treasury
is looking at every aspect of each industry,
and at every one of its undertakings to ats-
certain whore economies might be effected.
From arguments I have heard propounded by
Commonwealth Treasury officers, I am sure
theyv are convinced that tens of thousands of
pounds can be saved to the Commonwealth
Treasury, if an amount were paid for stor-
aget commensurate with the services for it.

Hon. C. G. Latham: That is fixed by law.
The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Some of

it is.

Hon. 0. G. Latham: It can be altered.
The 'MINISTER FOR LANDS: The Com-

monwealth is actuated by at desire to save
many thousands of pounds per annum which
its Treasury officials advise tan be saved if
less were paid in the aggregate, or in in-
dividual States, for the storage of this com-
modity, which owes the Commionwealth Gov-
ernmnent-without prospect of oversen sales
-93,000,000. I am mentioning that in no
critical way; I am expressing it as the
opinion of those officials anti as showing
their attitude towards uts.

Hon . W. D. Johnson: Why is the Com-
monwealth confining itself to bulk handling
and forgetting the enormous (luantitics
handled in bags by private enterprise?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Ask me
another question!

Hon. W. D. Johnson: If we were private
enterprise, we would be right!

The 'MINISTER FOR LANDS: That is
a matter for Commonwealth decision, but
I k-now that that is the basis upon which
the Comunonwealth built its ease-the cost
to it of servicing this asset-to some ex-
tent qucstionablc-which represents to the
Commonwealth so many millions of pounds.
I am not entering into an argument and
will not lie drawn into one. That is the
Comiuonwealth's point of view, not mine.

H~on. W. D. Johnson: As long as the Comn-
monwealthi is just, but it is singling out a
nationalised industry and leaving private
enterprise alone. That is distinctly wrong.

Mr. SPEAKER: The Mi~inister had better
proceed with his speech.

The MTINISTER FOR LANDS: Thank
you, Mr. Speaker. The case presented by
the Commonwealth with regard to wheat pro-
duction was a drastic one for this State. It
spelt curtailment. It had not been eon-
siticred by the Treasury officers and man-
power officers, who had not given the sub-
jiect the thought which it warranted. At the
conference, the Minister was supported by
numerous officials. He had with him the
Manpower Officer of the Commonwealth.
economists and Treasur -y offiers, as well as
officers from the Department of Commerce,
who buttressed his case. That case, was.
brieflyv that the Treasuryv had reached its
limit in financing the wheat industry' of tlic
Commonwealth and could not contribute to
a normal harvest for Australia for the com-
ing- year.
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It was pointed out that if we have the
normal production of 164,000,000 bushels,
we must realise that we still have 130,000,000
bushels with no prospect at all of exporting
any portion of it; that instead of a normal
carry-over of 16,000,000 to 20,000,000
bushels, we would have 130,000,000 bushels
within the Commonwealth. It was pointed
out that r27,000,000 had been paid out by
the Commnonwealth for wheat purchased for
which there was no sale. There was no
chance whatever of turning over that money,
no chance of selling any of the wheat abroad,
or but little, and not much chanice of recoup-
ment to the Treasury commensurate with its
anticipated outlay for this year. So that
from the Commonwealth Treasury angle, the
contenition was that if in the two States
the export and storage difficulty was
so great, they would be reiidering a
service to Australia generally by re-
stricting the quantity to be grown; and
where the commodity would find a ready
home market, there should be no interference
at all except the interference of superphos-
pliate and manpower requirements. The
contention was that if wve reduced] the wheat
industry in thi% State by a tremendous wnan-
tit v-I shall not mention the figure because
I consider it ridiculous-there would he re-
leased from that industry a tremendous man-
power. to be available for other purposes.

I call assure members that in viewr of the
effect of such a proposed action onl the in-
ternal economy of the State and its effect
on country towns, and bearing in mind the
fact that we have in this State more economic
wheat farniers with large acreoges, I could
not be one to sponsor any attempt to render
our conomic farmers uneconomic farmers,
.and could not be a party' to any scheme which
would upset suchl a large proportion of the
country life of this State. It is obvious
that in New South Wales, where very little
over .3 per cent, of the population is engaged
in this indi'strv. the ease cannot he compar-
rhle to a ',tate where 10 per cent, is engaged
in a. similar industry. Taking town by' town
and district by di~trict. the can-yine-out of
the 11prnosl here would hove meant lnt
merely the closina no of businesses, bitt the
taking away of all the population, which
live from whct-ifhn doetoro, the hoguitall
otaffv. together with the medical facilities
iprovided at the explenps of the State. AllI
this would have been destroyed had the pro-
jet been proceeded with.

I had very carefully analysed just what
the effect of super. rationing and of reduced
manpower on this industry would be. I
make no apology for being ready to accept,
tinder all the circumstances, a harvest of
23,000,000 bushels for this State for next
sesn I think it is ungenerous to assume,
as was done by the member for Greenough
(Mr. Patrick) in his broadcasts, that not
merely did we not have the right to accept
that quantity, but that there was grave douht
as to whether the eage had been adequately
priesented. I am preplared~ to give to the
niezuber for Greenoughi the case as I used
it-f le vecry notes T aisked to have particu-
larised for this speech ; and then I think the
halt. member will he generous enough to say
that at least to the best of my ability I
piesetnted to the Federal Mlinister for Coal-
inerce and to the Commonwealth Treasuryv
officials the necessity for, not less than
22,000,00 bushels for this State for next
Australia. Here is a letter I received todayv
from the Federal 'Minister for Commieree.
dated Canberra, 7th April, 1942, which I
think may well be read-
Dear Mr. Wise,

As you are aware, Calbinet has deidedl that
the production of wheat in Western Australia
shltod bea restricted during the coining season
to 22 maillion buishtels andi to effect th is the
area to be liecii~ed for wlheatgrowers will be
reduced below the normal~ li one-third.

It is intended to pay compensation on an
acreage basis for the are-as compulsorily put
out of production and I h.lonld be glad to
receive from you any* suggestions which you
desire to make as to the best method of corn-
pustig growers.

)'ou are aware of the various factors con-
cerned and in view of the different yields
front district tn district compensation onl a
flat basis of acereage woul not apparently
be equitable. This would mean that land
with a high yield would lie compensated on
the Famte basqis as hind giving a very low yield
pei acre.

Tat view of the important part which wheat
playvs in the ceony of Western Australia
you are naturally very much concerned with
reacintg a fair 1 asis of compensation to
growecrs and because of the local knowledge
which 'you haive at your disposal your views
will lie most helpful. It is my intention there-
fore to refrain froml ntuiling any definite de-
eIii ro; to conmpensatioin in the West until
you have had the (opportunity to express your
views onl the question.

Yours sincerely,

W. T. SCULLY.

This letter has rech~led me since the luncheonl
adjournment. I think it is highly importiat
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that a Commonwealth Minister should adopt
the attitude indicated. It will bring to me,
I am sure, much condemnation and adverse
criticism; for no matter what basis of com-
pensation is submitted as an equitable basis,
it will he severely criticised by some interests
in some districts. In spite of that, however,
it is the intention of those associated with
i in this matter to get the best possible
information on that subject, and to confer
with members opposite as to their views on
ihe matter, and thus to seek the best basis,
as a contribution from this side, for what
vomlpensation should he given to farmers
who are thrown ouit of production for that
particular acreage.

Hon. W. ID. Johnson: The terms of that
letter make no mention of the shilling. Is the
amount to be reduced?

The "MINISTER FOR LANDS: "On an
acreage basis" the Minister says.

Hon. W. D. -Johnson: But he does not
mnention the shilling.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

'The 'MINISTER FOil LANDS: I wired
three times, I think, to get not merely an
expression of opinion hut an explanationi of
how it is intended to implement the compen-
sation.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: But there was no
mention of the shilling all the time.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I Can
only say that the best possible ease I can
lut tup will be placed before the Federal
.%inister. There are several other sub-
jects5

Mir. 'Marshall: I suzggeost you get the aid
of the member for Vilgarn-Coolgardie (Mr.
Kelly).

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! I suggest the
hon. member give me his, aid in keeping
order.

Mr. Marshall: I will keep order if I am
not abused.

M1r. SPEAKER: The lion, member will
obey the Chair. The hen. memiber should
set an example.

The 'MINISTER FOR LANDS: I pre-
suine that many subjects will be raised,
such as the difficulties of shearing, and all
sorts of other questions. Again, there is
the subject of dried fruits, to which my
attention has been drawn and which I have
not mentioned. I fear I have wearied the
House considerably.

Members: No!

The M1INISTER FOR LANDS: I have
merely endeavoured to place before mem-
hers a general picture of the agricultural
position as I see it. I can only add that,
as usual, I have an intense desire to give
information-to be informative and not
provocative. If my contribution to the
debate inspires provocation, I cannot help
it.

MR. WATTS (Katanning) [5.43]: The
speech just made by the Minister for
Lands iii my opinion is one of the maost
informative he has made to this House dur-
ing the time I have been in it; and that,
I think, rep-resents the whole of the time
during which he has been Minister for
Lands. It seems strange that on two re-
ccint occasions when I wanted the hion gentle-
titan to be informative he has seen fit to make
.datemnents which have been preceded by men-
tion of radio talks, to which he has on each
occasion made reference. I hope that as
those things are generally reported in the
Press, the public will not get the idea that
the Minister has to be goaded into making
those statements by broadcast talks before
occasions such as those to which I have
made reference.

The Minister for Lands: You don't be-
lieve that, do you?

Mr. WATTS: No, I do not helieve it; but
that is the impression the Minister will
nmake by the way the hon. gentleman went
about. his references on the last two occasions
to which I referred. However, I personally
am grateful to himi for much of the infor-
utation that he has given us. It has cleared
uip in my mind a number of doubts which
e xisted although there are still one or two
whicht perhaps can be cleared up subse-
rquently by some other method.

None of tis, I think, under-estitnates the
diffictulties of the various departments dur-
ing this present period in our history. We
realise that their staffs have been depleted
and their duties. in many respects have
been doubled. Because we realise that, we.
feel sometimies that it should not be neces-
Rari' for us to have to seek information or
request that Parliament should be called to-
gether in order that -we might obtain it, or
that we should have to go as individuals-
to the Minister or the department concern-
ed and take up individually and on a num-
ber of occasions much of the time of that
IMinister and his officers. We feel that
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ways and mean's should lie found whereby
the information could be given to us in the
bul1k, as it were, and without our having
to seek it.

Ini sho-rt, it seems to me that there is a
tendency on the part of the Government to
regard private members almost as nonenti-
ties; to regard themn, as it were, as being of
much miore ornamnent than use. That is anl
attitude that T believe is fairly clear from
all that has taken plate, not only in the
last few months, but in tihe last few years.
It is what the Grovernment wants which is
of more importance than what private
miembers want, even supposing that private
membhers coll-etively represent a substan-
tial majority of tile House. There are ways
and mepatas, it seemns, whereby the Govern-
muent canl have its way and private
tiinilwrs are regarded as being of more
ornament~lt than us.e. I have never heard it
suggi*"ted by any member of the Gor-
eriliiet that alily memlber of this House
other than one on the Government front
bench could be of the least use in regard
to, 4ay, a commnittee which is to he formed
for t6e purpose of dealing with any par-
ticular Problem of national or State imn-
portance. If such it committee is required],
membership is extracted from outside and
we, as a general rule, know nothing ot
what the committee is doing until long
after it has been done.

So I cannot get awvay from the impres-
sion tha~t the belief of the Glovernment is,
that members; of Parliament, exclud-
ing those, sitting onl the Mtinisterial
bench are of little lisp and prohably
not (of much ornament, and I think that
is a state of affairs; to which a
1)eriIiI should he put as early as
possible. I do not think we are do-
ing justive to the people we represent, if
we nire obliged, like any other member of
the publie, to rely upon what we see in the
Press,. for the information which we seek
to give tn our people, from wham we aire
constantly reteirilig, iliqlliliet which in many
cases we cannot answer. Then, when a spe-
cial - 'ssion of Parliament is called together
inl order tHant ire may get the, information we
require, ire are obliged hastily to form our
opinions,.

If wre ii to make any remarks on two
very' excellent speeches that have been de-
livered--speeches full of meat, whether we
wgree with them or not-we arc obliged to

formt our opinions immediately without any
time whattever being made available to us
for preparation wvhich again, I smumit, is
merely a demonstration of the fact that the
(lorerument does not regard the observations
of the private member as being of the slight-
est value.

The Premier: That is entirely an assuinp-
tioji.

Mr. WATTS: 1 r-egret that onl tie
evidence I have come to that eon-
elusion, bat that is where I stand
ait tlit- present time. There is one matter to
whielh the Minister for Lands did not make
referene I do not blame him, in view of
all he had to say-and that is, what is to
be the net result so far as the annual obli-
grations of the wheatgrowers and other pro-
ducers whose output is to be resticted or
whose income is to be limited, tire concerned.'
It hams irelcqaetlv beln brought before this
l ouse byv me and others that the financial

position of those engaged in primary pro-
duction onl the land should receive considera-
lien inl a certainl Infiliet, hut that I (do not
propose to touchi upon Lu-day. The p)oint
I desire to raise is4 this:

Many of our hiriners-in fact the great
Inajority-3re indebted to the Agricultural
Banik or to Ass;ociatedl Balnks or other fins,,-
Pl instiltutions. They have already, if they
are wheat farmers, been compelled to re-
duct' their acreage to the 1,asie figure Of the
:Iverage of the last four years of production.
'Ldnubtetlv they nlow have eolalulsorilY

to reace their prodictioIn by another
onle-third. There is, of ~ohrse, a pro-
posal for some form of compensation
in reg-ard to the extra area put out
of production as to which we hafve no
definite figure, and which may or may not
resuilt inl umi equality of payment so far as,
that extra area is concerned. In any event,
there are other hines of production which
miust he restricted, in which production must
be reduced because--as the -Minister for
Lands has so clearly shown us--of the im-
possibility of obltaining the fu tll superphos-
phate supplies. Inl the South-Western areas
of the State we cannot eon tinue to engage
in ivool production to a maximumi without
the necessary suipplies- of super.

01ne could go on in this 'way, bnt it is
qulite uLnnecessafry to do0 so, because every-
one here knuows that there are various angle.-
fromn which abilit 'y to produce is being cut
down anid ability to market produee. despite
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the valiant efforts of the Government, is in
many cases almost non-existent. But I will
quote from the experience of one farmer
who, overcoming the manpower difficulty by
doing all the work hinmself, with the result
that he is prejudiced in his health in my
opinlion, last year put in some 000 acres
of crop and managed about S00 sheep. When
the end of the year came he found himself
with an interest bill of sonmc £212, on at mort-
gage debt of approximately £4,000, which is
considerably less than half the value of the
property when hie bought it. He bad done
all the year's work himself. He had hiar-
vested and delivered the whole of ]his pro-
ceeds without any outside assistance, though
12 miles from the siding. He found that
after a year's work he had £80 with which
to reduce his obligations. As he foresaw dif-
fiwulties next year, believ ing that he wiould
not have even £C80 because of reduced pro-
duction, he wrent to the hank and asked them
to be good enough to reduce his interest,
which was then 51a per cent.

The mountain lahoured and brought forth
a mouse. The interest was reduced] by Vs
per cent. Now, instead of paying MAI per
cent., he pays 5 per cent. The Agricultural
Bank has many such eases on its hands, eases
in which the producing element, the man-
power, has gone into the fighting forces-.
But there is no suggestion anywhere, so far
asiq I can perceive, that the cariges. claimed
by the flovernicut or any other financial
institution-and I include them all-should
be reduced] in a manner commensurate with
the reduction of interest likely to ensue.
I am quite aware, of course, that there is1
a National Security Regulation or Statutory
Rule under which a farmer is enabled to alp-
proach a tribunal or local court and ask
for a variation in his contract. The point IS
that he has to establish his own individual
case, to prove that the difficulty lie is In
is not of his own making but arises out of
circumstances attributable to war considera-
tionsP. There are doubtless many instances
where it can be done, hut surely it is a rum-
hersonie procedure-adiittedlv it is better
than none--that people should have to go
individually with their eases when the genesis
of their trouble is the national calamity over
which none of us has any control.

Surely there could be some formula where-
by a measure of justice could he d]one to
both parties in such eases. We say that no
one shall profiteer out of transactions asso-

ciated with the war effort. We have taken
drastic steps to ensure that that shall not be
done. Whether the steps taken arc drastic or
not I cannot say. On the one hand, we
say that no one shall lprofiteer and at the
same time we allow one side to a contract
or agreement to draw out of it, either in cash
or i11 sonec obligation payable ait a future
time, an amount as great as that which he
would have secured notwithstanding the
national calamity, while the other party will
have to pay his dlues OLt Of his greatly re-
duced income, which, in some instances, has
almost disappeared. That is a type of proce-
dlure that affects a large section of the comn-
nunnity but nevertheless requires the atten-
tion of this Parliament. I regret to say that
the tendency is to allow the National Sec-urity
Re-gulations to take eare of everything.

I helieve it is the duty of the Statel Par-
liamnent to attend to the requirements of the
people of Western Australia, and I do not
think we should he content with the aplli-
i'ation of the National Security Regfulations.
I hare in my possession a copy of a letter
sent by the Federal Minister for Corn-
meice to a member of this Chamber, and its
contents have a bearing on the subject T
am discussing. Tt was suiggested to him that
pwer should be taken to deal with the clniss
of liability to which T have referred as re-
lating to priniary producers, anid in his letter
MWr. SCuLlyV says that he knows the situation
exists, but he thinks it is the duty of the
State Government to take charge of these
particular matters. Hle expressed the hope
most sincerely that it would hie done at an
early date. T think there are not many mat-
ters respecting which I agree straightt out
with Mr. Scully, hut I do so in this instance.
I say it is our duty without rushing to the
National Security Regulations to deal with
them hecause, as the Prime "Minister (M1r.
Curtin) himself remarked, the people in Can-
bertra who administer these ieghlationut can-
not grasp all the conditions that apply in
this State. I think 31r. Curtin made an ob-
servation to that effect when be referred to
restrictions upon the sale of liquor. He said
it was for each State to deal with the posi-
tion in accordanice with the separate condi-
tions prevailing. That applies to a great
many other considerations, and by not giv-
ing members opportunities to review legis-
lation of this nature, the Government is not
doing its ditty to the people of the State.

I well remember that in December or early
in January last a de-putation waited
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upon the 'Minister for Lands to dkscusz thk
subject. I was not present, but I under-
stood from those who were that the Min-
ister received the suggestion made to hias as,
one well worthy of consideration. Such
matter:) may have received attention but
we do not know what consideration was
given them. When one has had con-
tinuous 'ommuii~nicationls from one's coin-
stituents and realises that no action has been
taken although the evil is apparent, it mnust
strike one, as I remarked previously, that
private muembers of this House are not
treated with the consideration they deserve.
Better way., and means. should be provided
by which they can bring such matters under
thie notice of the Government in a concrete
manner, so that they may secure reforms
that seem to them to be so essential for the
welfare of the people.

IDo not let it lbe assuned that T and others
who may support nie in my contentions,
umake statements before the House simplY be-
cause we wish to criticise. Heaven knows,
that is the last charge we wvish to have Ii'velleil
at us at the present juncture. We hope, if
possible, to mal(* seine contribution to-
wards the preserv-ation of the morale and
efficiency of the people in the outback courn-
try. I tell the Hotuse that the moratle and
efficiency of the pecople there are not being
improved-I matde at similar statement inte
months ago, and the position is~ more
pointed today-by the continual demands
mnade upon the 'producers for the oficial
pound of flesh in accordance with the let-
ter of the law. For some time the Agri-
cultural Bank inaanposvered farmers who
might wish to ciitunless arranements
were made by the( men concerned for the
payment of interest due by them to the bank.

Are the interests of the country to be
regarded as of less importance than the
payment of interest doe to the Agricultural
Bank? I believe some steps have beeu
taken to put an end to that state of af-
fairs. Today the conditions hanve changed
but even now every effort is being made to
ensure that some arrangements re~rarqlinz
interest dues are arrived at, although to-
day it is not viewed as a definite preven-
tive, so to speak, to the enlistment of a
farmer so circuinstameed. I hope-it mnay
be a vain hope and probably it is-that the
Minister for Lands, even at this late houIr,
will foreet all about the 'National Sccurtv
Regulations and hare sumneone to collabor-
ate with him in this matter. There nrio

runny only too anxiuu , to do u-hat they
Van, despite the apparent unwillingness to
accept such offers, to rectify the existing
state of affairs.

I regard it as unfortunate that the Mmi-
iscr for Mines is not in the House at the
moment, because I wish to say something
ahout certain regulations dealing with air
maid precautions. I refer particularly to
the lighting of motor vehicles in the back
country. I do not wish it to appear that
I do not think there should be sn'.h re-
strictions, as long as they are carried out
in a reas onable manner. I agree that in
the i.etropclit;cnl area the prescribed light-
ing for motor ears is quite all right. One
irtust1 assume that in present circumstances
a man will drive in a reasonably careful nian-
ner, and he miust submit because, if he has
good roads to travel over, he can proceed
at very, slowv speed, though great care ob-
viouslyv must he exerci~ed .in view of thle
reduced lighting.

Mr. Cross: Some motorists are still
travelling- at 40 miler,.13 an hLly in the metro-
po litan arcs.

Mr. WATTS: They should be dealt with
because they have no right to cause by
v'ehieular accidents, more damage than we
are l ikelyv to suffer by air raids.

Mrll. Sampson: I t hink t he interjection is
Pl' exgerition.
Mr. WATTS: The wniembem for Canning

knows all about the hu,'es on the Canning
Righway and I do not. When a motorist
v- travelling on goodl road,, he can drive
-it a slow speed ond within the lighting
Prescribed by the regiMlatiois, hut there air,
road., ini the coun t ry to which this; does
not apply. There is a type of road known
-%, the corrugated road, with which mos.t
jnmbcriet' are acquainted and, if the cor-
rmgations at(- as hadl as they usually are
tat this time of the year, it is impossible to
drive sanfely over diemn at U. lower speed
I hanl :1) miles an hour. If a man drove
rxver sueh roads, with the prescribed head-
h'its1, at .95 mile- ant houir. he ukould come
to --rief, and, if 1w, dlrove at tile prescribed
m.4tv, he( would moni lie in Kingedom come
hIceatse he could not control tie car and
would soon find himbelf in a ditch,

The Minister for 'Mines: What do you
sugIgest we do?

Mr-. WATTS: T utmmg, st that % slide be
provided and additional liecht allowed on
country roads. I think it could be fairly
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easily closedt when a vehicle reached the
town and opened again on the country
road. A. IKatautig miar offered to make
me one and said it would work quite well,
Lecanse half the headlighit could be made
available with the slide open and that
would overcome any ditliculty. 1 make this
suggestion to the Minister hoping that
something will be done, because doctors,
ambulances mid essential scrvices of the
kind would be quite unable to perform
their duties at night time on corrugated
roads, of which there are plenty, unless some
relaxation of the regulation wvere made.
The alternative would be that they would
ignore the regulation, which is something
that ought not to be encouraged. Other
than this I have no complaints to make ait
the moment reg-arding the civil defence re-
gulations, The people in the country did
loring a lot of pressure to bear on the de-
Ipartinent regardingt the regulations and,
that being so, it would ill-become me to
complain more than is necessary.

In view of what was said by you at the
commencement of our proceedings this morn-
ing, I take it, Mr. Speaker, that there is
no objection to my making some refer-
ence to the uniform taxation proposals of
the Commonwealth Government. I know
fairly well -vlhat the position under those
proposals would bie, but what did surprise
tile was the Premiier't belief that there was
no need for the State Parliament to he
e inguIled. I gathered from his remarks
Ilhat lie (lid not bnse that belief on any con-
btitntional aspect, but simply on his im-
pression that the Comnion weal th Goveryi-
meat, if the States; forced the issue, might
say, "'Very well, asq there are no limits to
Federal taxation, we w~ill make it 18/ in
the psound, and then there will be nothing
left for you, so you had better fall in with
tlue scheme rather than have that imposed
upon yeu." This might hie on:! means by
which the Commonwealth Government
could get its own way'.v but it is a method
I hiope it will never adopt, and I Can
hiardly believe that any Commonwealth
tioverninent such as we have had in recent
yea., would be likely to adopt that atti-

T do say this is the only way the
Federal authorities Could take that step
,without anl amendment of the Common-
-wealth Constitution. That Constitution
does preserve to the State.- all the
rights they enjoyed uinder their own con-

stitutions and not definitely taken away by
the Commitonwealth Constitution, and one
of those right:; was, of course, the sove-
reign righbt to tax the people. I cannol.
seec any way, other than by the use of
that wvonderful weapon, if I miay so
describe it, in which these proposals might
11V iffirpraed Upon the States without the
consent of the Parliaments concernecd. I
suggest to the Premier tha t before hie goes
to the Canberra conference filled with the
idea that he might he compelled to accept
this arrangement -vithout the consent of
his own Parliament, hie should give the
matter additional consideration and take
further advice upon it in order that he
might be armed with every possible argu-
ment. I do not wish it to appear that I
have any objection to the Commonwealth's
exercisin its rights to take a reasonable
and proper amount of taxation from the
people of Australia, but what I do say is
that no State can now submit to any fur-
ther restriction of its financial rights.

Heavens knows the Financial Agree-
mient passed years ago and embodied as an
amendment of the Federal Constitution
very nearly sold out the rights of the
States, that is if the experience of New
South Wales under 31r. Lang was any
guide, because hie found himnself in the de-
lightful position that if he did not pay
what he was told to pay uinder the Finan-
cial Agreement, all his revenues would be
taken frm him. As Professior Portus said
in a book ait the time, that power gave
the COnrMOuWeatth Govermen21t alImost the
rit to dictaite the policies of the States.
It might be quite right for the Common-
wealth teniporarily to dlictate the policies
of the States, but in my view it would not
hr ri ,ght for it to dictate such policies for
any substantial period. I think this is the
thin end of the wedge which we, by every
me~ans in our powver, should strive to pre-
vent from being inserted.

The Mfinister for Works: The Premier
told the House he would resist it.

Mr-. WATTS: I si aware of that and T
admire hini for it. It is the right thing to
do, and I was glad to hear him say he is
of that belief. At the same time there are
other arguments that further consideration
of the proposals would probably bring to
light and provide, as, it -were, powder and
shot to fire so that wvhile we should not
prevent the Commonwealth from getting
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what it must have to carry on the wvar, wve
could make certain that so far as possible
our State rights are safeguarded.

I listened with considerable interest to
the speech of the Minister for Labour. I
am very glad that he has made arrange-
ments for us to inspect certain factories
during' the comning week. .Many of uts have
felt that such ati opportunity should have
been made available to members a consider-
able time ago. We do not know what is
being done in the great majority of cases
and it has been impossible for us to
satisfy either ourselves or the people we
repreient that any substantial effort is be-
ing made in this State to help the war

effort from the point of view of manu-
factures. We have accepted the infor-
mation given uts by the Minister for Labour
this afternoon, but I remind the Minister
of the old saying that seeing is believing.
There is a great deal more in that old say-
irg titan imany people imagine. Five
minutes' inspection of sonic process being,
carried on and first-hand information re-
garding it is better than yards of news-
palie information or any number of
speeches, no matter how good they may be,
by -Ministers of the Crown.

The 'Minister for Works,: I entirely agree
with "oil.

'Mr. WVATTS: Therefore 1 arm very glad
that an opportunity will be afforded us to
make this inspection. The Minister brought
out his old story about our- forgetting to
use Western Australian products. Today
he is placed in a difficult position in en-
deavouring to arrange for reserve stocks
of food which, as be said, is imported from
the Eastern) States in many instances.
Still, there has been in the past more than
just a mere desire to buy Eastern States
products. I have never been qluite satis-
tied that pound for pound and item for
itemi the local product in every case has
been a., good as the iniported. I admit
there are some people who must have
.something from a foreign country. The
prophet is not without honour save in his
own country, according to thenm. I do not
agree. But I think there are some cases
wvhere the reason has been some inferiority
by comparison with the imported product:
und it is unfortunate that we have not been
able to remove those obstacles to progress
in the innnufacture of Western Australian
goods. Anything I can do I shall be very

glaid to do, and I hope that people will ho
persuaded from now on, in view of the
position in which we find ourselves, to demand
and buy Western Australian goods, over-
looking any small inferiority, if there he
any, in the interests of Western Australia.

T was surprised to hear from the liii-
ister for Labour the difficulties that have
been experienced in making use of the de-
posits at Lake Camnpion. I do not know
]how lie could have overeoie the dilieulties
wivitl he( explained to the House. IDiffi-
rulty* was aplparently pult in his way liv Big
Business, progressing, as usual, uinder the
Oag- of complete selfishness anid earing
notlhing at all for the rights of other
people and the national interest. Tf the
iitia u interest demanded the provisin
of potash and( alumina, any.% person who
stood in the way of that national interest
.should lie severely' punished, no matter
wvha t Ili., occupation, no mat ter what his
capital, no matter whbat his designs. I
realise, of course, that the 'Minister is not
it, a position to deal with such people as
effectively a s I have no doubt he would
like. Nevertheless, we should discoiunt by
every' possible mneans, those who for sel-
fish) ends stand in the way of the utilisa-
tion of the resources of this State and of
.%nqtralia as a whole, especially at the pre-
Vit time. I am satisfied that this, House

willstand behind the Minister in that re-
gard in any action hie may care to take.

On motion by Alt. Needhami, debate ad-
journed.

House adjourned at 6.18 p.m.


